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Oust Dhankhar as RS
Chairman, says INDIA

Opposition MPs submit notice listing a six-point ‘chargesheet’ against

18.

19.

Vice-President for ‘bias’; ‘petition unlikely to be taken up this session’

|GS Paper II: Polity

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

n an unprecedented
lmove, nearly 60 Op-

position MPs of the IN-
DIA bloc on Tuesday sub-
mitted a notice at the office
of the Rajya Sabha Secre-
tary-General, P.C. Mody,
seeking the removal of the
Chairperson of the Upper
House, Vice-President Jag-
deep Dhankhar.

They alleged that Mr.
Dhankhar had, since as-
suming office in August
2022, conducted the pro-
ceedings of the House in an
“extremely biased”
manner.

They presented a six-
point “chargesheet”
against him in the notice.

The notice said Mr.
Dhankhar made constant
interruptions  whenever
Opposition MPs attempted
to speak. The Chairperson

Jagdeep Dhankhar

also repeatedly denied leg-
itimate requests made by
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, to “in-
tervene and rebut false-
hoods propagated by”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Leader of the
House and BJP president,
J.P. Nadda, the MPs noted.

Former Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Rajya Sabha and
veteran civil servant V.K.
Agnihotri told The Hindu
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that he had not in the past
witnessed such a request
to remove the Chairper-
son. He said the notice was
unlikely to be taken up as a
resolution in the House as
the Winter Session was to
end in less than 14 days
(December 20).

“It will not be carried
over to the next session. All
notices given during a ses-
sion become invalid once
the session is prorogued,”
he said.

The MPs have used Arti-
cle 67 of the Constitution
to move the notice. A mo-
tion for removal of the
Vice-President from his of-
fice requires a 14-day not-
ice of intent on the part of
the members of the Coun-
cil of States that are in sup-
port of the resolution, they
noted.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

Oust Dhankhar as RS
Chairman, says
INDIA

fAuer F gET A
USTHAT 3ETeT Uy @
gerd Y AFr A

Nearly 60 Opposition MPs
from the INDIA bloc
submitted a notice to the
Rajya Sabha Secretary-
General, P.C. Mody,
demanding the removal of
Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar as the
Chairperson of the Rajya
Sabha.

INDIA selleh & 3379 60
fAuaft FrEel & TsgweT
ARGET S TSTTAT reTeT
Ug ¥ 39-Iegafd STeraq
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e The notice presented a six-point chargesheet against Dhankhar, accusing him of
conducting House proceedings in an “extremely biased” manner since assuming
office in August 2022.

Afed & giTaE & o oF gt W 3R o Jedd fhar a2, S 39 eremar
IAT o 3ogled HAFA 2022 § Ge3R THIelA & g Heel T HRAREN F “Heqfth
qaTaTed” T8F & Faferd foham|

e The MPs allege that Dhankhar made constant interruptions whenever Opposition
MPs tried to speak.

el &7 3T § fF 4@y a deaR g6 fFar 59 i fueh gwe sios &
Iy A T

e They also stated that Dhankhar repeatedly denied legitimate requests made by the
Leader of the Opposition, Mallikarjun Kharge, to intervene and rebut false claims
made by PM Modi and BJP president JP Nadda.

3egiel Ig 3 el T UeER & aR-aR fauet & AT AfeaHel @A @R W A@N
F FAHRT, ek Ferera=t A 3R om.a.ar. Ireger .. 7337 garT Hellv 710§ grat

F1 QY forar s g

o V.K. Agnihotri, former Secretary-General of the Rajya Sabha, stated that he had
never witnessed such a request to remove a Chairperson in the past.

TSI & qd afag ¥, e o wer & 3egia gger wafl sremar &t gt & faw
SH THE T AT 8T 2@

e According to Agnihotri, the naotice is unlikely to be taken up as a resolution in the
current Winter Session because the session will end on December 20.

AR & IqER, TE Al IHAT Fef FF H Hhod & T F g1 fr smeam, #4ifh
g TF 20 W 1 AT g arelr ¢l

o He added that all notices given during a session become invalid once the session is
prorogued.

3ogial I8 3 oer 6w & e fjw s s snfew o7 gaeT @ & o AT &t
I gl

¢ The MPs have used Article 67 of the Constitution to move the notice.
el o 0 AfeH @ o & fU @AY & Hefeds 67 T AT fhar g

o A motion for the removal of the Vice-President requires a 14-day notice of intent
from the members of the Council of States in support of the resolution.

39T T g2l & T Tue & A F IRy & Teeal ¥ 14 feet ggal ued@ &
TAYT H gTor #1 Aifew 3maTs g
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PM Modi to release
collected works of
Subramania Bharati

[GS Paper I: Personality |

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will release a com-
plete and annotated ver-
sion of the works of Tamil
poet and freedom fighter
Subramania Bharati in New
Delhi on Wednesday, his of-
fice said.

The date marks the birth
anniversary of the celebrat-
ed poet and social
reformer.

The release will be the
first time that the writings
of Bharati will be compiled
in one place. His writings
were nationalised by the
State government in 1949, a
rare honour.

The compilation will be
released in 23 volumes by
the Alliance Company with
details of the editions, ex-
planations, = documents,
background information
and philosophical presen-
tation, among others. “Sub-
ramania Bharati’s writings
instilled patriotism in peo-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

ple, brought the essence of
Indian culture and spiritual
heritage of the country to
masses in a language that
the masses can relate to,” a
PMO release said.

The compilation has
been put together by Seeni
Viswanathan, a nonagenar-
ian scholar who has been
researching and unearthing
Bharati’s work for decades.

Bharati wrote extensive-
ly for The Hindu, and a
compilation of his writings
in these pages was pu-
blished last year, edited and
prefaced by the historian,
A.R. Venkatachalapathy.

PM Modi to release collected
works of Subramania Bharati

T A FW GIATTH
AR & hford HAT HI
CLIEG]

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release a
complete and annotated version of the works of Tamil
poet and freedom fighter Subramania Bharati in
New Delhi on Wednesday.

FIATIH ARl & Tehfeld 3R areai@d Sl
e ¢ feeh & guar & |
e The release will coincide with the birth

anniversary of the celebrated poet and social reformer
Subramania Bharati.

Ig fadrTs 9ficy wid iR Fm@rfos gurs
IAVIH R H Fed el F 3aE W g

e This will be the first time that Bharati’s writings
are compiled in one place.

g Ugl IR BT T HRCAT & @A &l T 1918
Genford faram SITeam|

o Bharati’s writings were nationalized by the State
government in 1949, a rare honor.

HRCA & A FI AT AIHR GART 1949 H AT
foram o o1, S U gele FEAT Al

e The compilation will consist of 23 volumes, and will

include details of editions, explanations, documents, background information, and
philosophical presentation, among others.

I Heholol 23 WST A g1, 3N ST WERON, SATEAT3HT, SEATIS, Toa3fA FTHRY 3R
aneifaes gEgfar dfgd 31 Sy enfder g

e According to the PMO release, Subramania Bharati’s writings instilled patriotism in
people and brought the essence of Indian culture and spiritual heritage to the masses
in a language that they can relate to.

dfroast Refisr & 3R, Faoaoad R & A@ar @ Sl J SasfFa w1 Fur fhar
3R SR FEpfa 3R IreAfensd e & TN F O AN H SIAAETE Toh Tgarar
S8 3 wog I
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SC calls for details of
Allahabad HC judge’s
speech at VHP event

IGS Paper II: Judiciary |
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued a state-
ment that it had taken note
of a newspaper report on
the communally charged
remarks made by Justice
Shekhar Kumar Yadav, a
sitting judge of the Allaha-
bad High Court, during his
speech at an event organ-
ised by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) within the
High Court premises on
December 8.

The top court said the
“details and particulars”
had been sought from the
Allahabad High Court.
“The matter is under con-
sideration,” it said.

Justice Yadav was re-
ported to have said the
country would be run ac-
cording to the wishes of
the majority. The judge
commented that the Un-
iform Civil Code was com-
ing, while referring to how
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The compilation was put together by Seeni Viswanathan, a nonagenarian scholar,
who has been researching and uncovering Bharati’'s works for decades.

g Heholed Hiell fFRFATYS carT dIR fhar arm &, St we AldaRaer fagae &, 3R
fSegiar gl dd SR & Rt &1 37eaTsT 3R 3raAaRor Far gl

Bharati wrote extensively for The Hindu, and a compilation of his writings in these pages
was published last year, edited and prefaced by historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy.

Rl A g fg & T savs &7 @ fo@r o1, 3R 30 @ &1 T G o
T FHRTAT g3 ot O SfaeTaeR v, dwedenfa @ Fuifed 3R yedree o
oY)

SC calls for details of Allahabad HC
judge’s speech at VHP event

gitA FIE o dvadt FEAFA F gRERG
HC & SsT & HIYUT &1 AR AT

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday issued a statement that it had
taken note of a newspaper report on the communally charged
remarks made by Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav, a sitting judge of
the Allahabad High Court, during his speech at an event organised
by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) within the High Court

Shekhar Kumar Yadav

women were revered in
one community and sub-
jected to polygamy and tri-
ple talag by another.

The “Restatement of Va-
lues of Judicial Life” adopt-
ed by the Full Court of the
Supreme Court in 1997, fol-
lowed by all the High
Courts, mandates that “the
behaviour and conduct of
members of the higher jud-
iciary must reaffirm the pe-
ople’s faith in the impar-
tiality of the judiciary...”

CONTINUED ON

premises on December 8.

FAA FIE A ATAR I Teh ST SR TR, Sraa her am &
39 FWEAR RNAE &1 T for § f5Te sarEre 39 e &
Teh ~ITITEIer WY FAR Fhed caRT Rufaa fecqoft fr a5 o, s
3ogiel 8 feweR ! o g aRwg (VHP) @R 3= =armey R
H 3mfad sdsa & v o)

e The top court said that the “details and particulars” had been
sought from the Allahabad High Court.

» PAGE 14

ITIAA AT o1 gl 1o “Ravor 3k Rdvan” sagEre 3o
T & Al 919 2

The Supreme Court stated that the matter is under consideration.

TN FE A w1 o Awren =i

Justice Yadav was reported to have said the country would be run according to the
wishes of the majority.

mﬁmﬁa@mwﬁ%@ﬂmﬁﬁerﬁw*sﬁmﬁ%m

AT SITUAT|

The judge also commented that the Uniform Civil Code was coming, referring to how
women were revered in one community and subjected to polygamy and triple talaq
by another.
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=rIAfd A g o RRoqolt fr & waer amie w@fear 3 @ ¢, SafF 3 a5 o
Fgl foh v wHer # Afganst &1 geAwE frar Smar § 3 gy wHeT & 3%

3R aFer-v-fagege (I deleh) ST GTHAT HAT 93T Bl
e The Restatement of Values of Judicial Life, adopted by the Full Court of the
Supreme Court in 1997, mandates that “the behaviour and conduct of members of
the higher judiciary must reaffirm the people’s faith in the impartiality of the
judiciary.”
guer FIE Y gt reTerd G@RT 1997 H YT 7T “7A1RAF Shaer F FeAl 1
qasead” # Ig Ifard fomar a3 § i 3= saadifasT & HeEdl & sqagr 3R

3TEROT ST & =grqdifernr & fsqerar 7 e 1 ggg |

JMM’s Rabindra Nath Mahato
elected as Jharkhand Speaker

FREs HfFa AT (IMM) F digerry
Agdl 1 SINES TUHTHT F regaT
& T H AT I

e Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) MLA Rabindra Nath

3 = Mahato was elected as Speaker of the Jharkhand

JMM’s Rabindra Nath Mahato Legislative Assembly on Tuesday during the special
elected as Jharkhand Speaker  session which began on December 9.

FRES JRFa AT (IMM) & U Eigary #gat H AREs

Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) MLA Rabindra

Nath Mahato was elected as Speaker of the AUTATHT FT EFET ANAIR H QAT FT & ARG ?:IDHT 7T,
Jharkhand Legislative Assembly on Tuesday .

during the special session which began on St 9 fege &t QBT §3']T il

December 9. The Nala MLA is the first leader to e The Nala MLA is the first leader to be elected as the

be elected as the Speaker for the second Speaker for the second consecutive term.

consecutive term. Chief Minister Hemant Soren . .
proposed the name of Mr. Mahato and ]JMM MLA ~ =ITelT faumaes ggem Aarg e q\qﬂ I IR 3HETeT & &
Mathura Prasad Mahato seconded the motion.

Pro tem speaker Stephen Marandi held the vote A al L ) Sl _%I_

through voice vote, and his name was e Chief Minister Hemant Soren proposed the name of Mr.

unanimously supported by all. Mahato and JMM MLA Mathura Prasad Mahato seconded
the motion.

AETHA §AT TRA A Hgall St 1 A1 Fecfad fhar 3R IMM furrs #gT vare
AEal o TEdT 1 ARG o]

e Protem speaker Stephen Marandi held the vote through voice vote, and his name
was unanimously supported by all.

WY S IeRT TG AUS o HET AdGH & ATETH § aifear a4rg, 3N Sefepr a1
F AN ThAT & FALYA T g3
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Pinarayi, Stalin to come together for launch
of Periyar memorial in Vaikom tomorrow

GS Paper I: Vaikom
Satyagraha

KOTTAYAM

Over one-and-a-half years
after jointly inaugurating
the centenary celebrations
of the Vaikom Satyagraha,
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan and Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin are set to reunite in the
backwater town of Vaikom.

According to Coopera-
tion Minister V.N. Vasavan,
the two will come together
at Vaikom on Thursday to
inaugurate the renovated
memorial of Tamil refor-
mist E.V. Ramasami Naick-
er, popularly known as
Thanthai Periyar.

Uniting States

While Mr. Stalin will inaug-
urate the renovated me-
morial, Mr. Vijayan will
preside over a public func-
tion in connection with the
event. K. Veeramani, presi-
dent, Dravidar Kazhagam,
will be the chief guest. An
array of Ministers from
both States and leaders

The renovated memorial of Thanthai Periyar at Vaikom, which will

be inaugurated on Thursday. VISHNU PRATHAP

from Tamil Nadu’s Erode
and Tirupur districts are
likely to participate.
Vaikom Satyagraha, re-
cognised as the first organ-
ised movement for the
rights of the ‘untouchable’
communities in 1924, was
aimed at securing access to
public roads leading to the
Sri Mahadeva Temple at
Vaikom. Periyar, along
with his wife Nagamma,
too joined the satyagraha.
He was jailed twice for his

involvement.

The decision to reno-
vate the memorial site was
made by Mr. Stalin when
he visited Vaikom in April
last year as part of the Vai-
kom Satyagraha centenary
celebrations.

The 70-cent property
near Valiyakavala Junction
had been officially trans-
ferred to Tamil Nadu in the
early 1980s. Though a me-
morial was established in
January 1994, it later suf-

fered years of neglect.

The memorial has now
undergone an extensive re-
novation at a cost of ¥8.14
crore. The original mu-
seum, which housed paint-
ings and artefacts related
to Periyar, was partially de-
molished to make way for a
two-storey structure. The
ground floor now features
an upgraded museum,
while the wupper floor
serves as an administrative
office.

A grand entrance gate
has been constructed near
Periyar’s statue, with a
newly built library adja-
cent to it. The museum fea-
tures a wealth of materials,
including Periyar’s biogra-
phy, the history of the Dra-
vidian movement, images
of his interactions with
prominent leaders, and co-
pies of his writings.

The Periyar statue, ori-
ginally installed in 1985 on
84 cents of land provided
by the Kerala government,
remains a centrepiece of
the memorial.

Pinarayi, Stalin to come together for launch of Periyar
memorial in Vaikom tomorrow

Remrs, wefes & 39T 7 IRAR TR & 3R &
faw Tae @

o Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
are set to reunite in Vaikom over one-and-a-half years after jointly inaugurating the
centenary celebrations of the Vaikom Satyagraha.

I F A Nar Rerwe 3R afdeeg & geaas w.F. wfda vrmegm a3
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I &1¢ APA A AT, I Al o AT 317 FATIE & ATl 3c8d I 3¢HTe
feram |

e According to Cooperation Minister V.N. Vasavan, the two will come together at Vaikom
on Thursday to inaugurate the renovated memorial of Tamil reformist E.V. Ramasami
Naicker, popularly known as Thanthai Periyar.

FehIRar #At .0, IA & HAR, Sl IFAR BT d0A 7 Tehofe 8191 AR dfdrer
FuRe §.8. A e, S 9ut$ IRAR & FAH7 F S ST &, Adrenor

fhU 9T THARS &7 3cHe Hid|

e Mr. Stalin will inaugurate the renovated memorial, while Mr. Vijayan will preside over a
public function in connection with the event.

2 FeIfAe AdAIHOT T T FTARS H 3cUe HET, Taid 4 o=t 38 3= 4

i U Adeifaie FIIsHA HI 3TETTAT HI3T|
o K. Veeramani, president of Dravidar Kazhagam, will be the chief guest.
SfasY FolarH & 31egel &, dRATY geg Ay gl

e An array of Ministers from both States and leaders from Tamil Nadu’s Erode and
Tirupur districts are likely to participate.

el Teat & AT 3R affderg & vz 3R foeq et & Adnit & amer o @
AT gl
o Vaikom Satyagraha, recognized as the first organized movement for the rights of

the ‘untouchable’ communities in 1924, was aimed at securing access to public
roads leading to the Sri Mahadeva Temple at Vaikom.

AP T, 98 HGT Tl F HAFRT F AT ggen wafsa AEya AW Sdr
€, 1924 H FrdSIiais HgHI ah Igd FlARTT F & forw fohar aram o, S 3 & st
Agigar AfeR a& Srar A

o Periyar, along with his wife Nagamma, joined the Satyagraha and was jailed twice for
his involvement.

W,Mqaﬁmasmmﬁamgmﬂ?mﬂwﬁaﬁ%ﬁwa

IR S 7|

e The decision to renovate the memorial site was made by Mr. Stalin when he visited
Vaikom in April last year as part of the Vaikom Satyagraha centenary celebrations.

TARE T & Ad0T & AT st  efea a a9 or 39 3081 3rter & oo
il dRA T ST AT o7, S dRH FIATIE AdTed! 3c8d T REar |

e The 70-cent property near Valiyakavala Junction was officially transferred to Tamil
Nadu in the early 1980s.

70 We #r wufdy, St AfdATHTGAT SFreT & 9 B, H 1980 F qRAF F WREH A ATy
Fr INTAAIRS T & Fi9r I3 ATl
e A memorial was established in January 1994, but it later suffered years of neglect.
SAad 1994 H T TARS TG foham a1am o1, difhet a1¢ # I8 ast d& 39fad @
e The memorial has now undergone an extensive renovation at a cost of ¥8.14 crore.

379 30 TARS $I T8.14 FUS FI AP T SATIS AdIARIOT [hdT IRT gl
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The original museum, which housed paintings and artifacts related to Periyar, was
partially demolished to make way for a two-storey structure.

el Fagrery, Tad dfdew i INAR @ Fafta awqe O, 1 v Q-Afer @vaer g
& fow 3fs &7 @ eavd X fear Imm|

The ground floor now features an upgraded museum, while the upper floor serves as
an administrative office.

S HAT H Teh HYAST WIAFTAL &, ST 1eh FU ATl bl Teh YA IAF FIATAT & & H
39T R Jrar g

A grand entrance gate has been constructed near Periyar’s statue, with a newly built
library adjacent to it.

IR A At & 9T T HeT AT GAR TR AT, STGh A Teh AT GEARIGT

ofr fAToT fFaT I g

e« The museum features materials, including Periyar’s biography, history of the
Dravidian movement, images of his interactions with prominent leaders, and copies of
his writings.

Hargrer 7 IRAR A shaah, gfas s@ras &1 i, 30 9@ Ad3T & @Y Fag
1 ofgar, AR 3 T3t Fr gfaar anfde gl
e The Periyar statue, originally installed in 1985 on 84 cents of land provided by the
Kerala government, remains a centerpiece of the memorial.

‘Mindless splurge’: Odisha govt’s decision to seek
external loan for PVTG development faces scrutiny

JGS Paper II: Vulnerable Section of Society

BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government is
planning to secure a
¥734.86-crore external loan
from the International
Fund for Agricultural Deve-
lopment (IFAD), a global fi-
nancial institution, to im-
plement Phase II of the
Odisha Particularly Vulner-
able Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
Empowerment and Liveli-
hood Improvement Pro-
gramme (OPELIP-II), the
proposal of which is ex-
pected to be placed before
the State Cabinet for appro-
val soon.

Tribal experts, however,
have raised concerns over
the move, questioning the
rationale behind taking an
international loan at a time

Women of thé éonda tribe,
classified as a PVTG, in Odisha’s
Malkangiri district. FILE PHOTO

when the Centre has alrea-
dy launched the Pradhan
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan (PM-JAN-
MAN) with ample financial
outlay. With a substantial
allocation of 324,104 crore
for the 2023-24 to 2025-26
period, PM-JANMAN aims
to ensure the holistic deve-

lopment of PVTGs in 18
States and Union Territo-
ries. Odisha, home to 13 of
the 75 PVTGs identified
across India, is likely to re-
ceive a significant portion
of these funds.

Sources in the State ST &
SC Development, Minori-
ties and Backward Classes
Welfare Development De-
partment said there was a
move to implement Phase
I of the programme at a
cost of around ¥2,422 crore
with a loan component of
3734 crore from IFAD.

Actual outcome

Tribal rights experts ques-
tioned the haste in securing
an international loan when
NITI Aayog sought to know
the proposed outputs of
OPELIP-II and the actual

outcomes achieved during
the previous phase, along
with the details of fund
utilisation.

OPELIP-I was imple-
mented with IFAD assis-
tance from March 18, 2016
to March 3, 2024 at a pro-
ject outlay of ¥795.41 crore.
Of this, ¥312.37 crore was
the share of the donor
agency and State funding
was ¥483.04 crore. Though
the Phase-I project came to
an end on March 31, 2024,
the project closure report is
yet to be submitted.

A senior officer on con-
dition of anonymity said
there had never been a
fund crunch for develop-
ment of PVTGs as the com-
munities are given first
priority in all welfare pro-
grammes. In addition, PM-

JANMAN now covers con-
crete houses, drinking wa-
ter supply, road
infrastructure, electricity,
education hostel, health
care etc.

Jitu Jakesika, an activist
working for the rights of
Dongria Kondhs, a PVTG in
Rayagada district, said, “Of-
ficials and NGOs exploited
the OPELIP initiative to
serve their own financial in-
terests. The programme,
intended to uplift PVTGs,
failed to create a mseaning-
ful impact on their lives.”

Laxmidhar Singh, anoth-
er tribal rights activist, said
assessment of PVTG deve-
lopment has not been car-
ried out and mindless
pumping of development
funds would only lead to

splurge.

IRAR Y Hfch, ST 1985 H ++FTel AIHN EART el HT 1S 84 e STHleT W T
A IS 2, TARS T AET AHA0T A €S B
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‘Mindless splurge’: Odisha govt.’s decision to seek
external loan for PVTG development faces scrutiny

THAST Y TEEr: MNP THER F1 NS e &
faT agdl =or A F1 vk a9 F Ty A

e The Odisha government is planning to secure a ¥734.86-crore external loan from the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) to implement Phase Il of the
Odisha Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) Empowerment and
Livelihood Improvement Programme (OPELIP-II).

NI TIFR T734.86 FNS T A6 FOT AT FT¥ A Fw (IFAD) & 9o
FXeT I AT T & &, ATeh AfSem Ay w7 & Fdgerneda snfearit aogh
(PVTGs) & werfdasior 3kt amsifast JUR FrFA (OPELIP-II) &1 =ROT || &9 fehar
ST G|

e The proposal for the loan is expected to be placed before the State Cabinet for approval
soon.

HUT 1 TEAT SToq gl s HAAASH & HHA FIpcd & [T @ SATean|

o Tribal experts have raised concerns about the move, questioning the rationale behind
taking an international loan when the Centre has already launched Pradhan Mantri
Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) with a substantial financial
allocation of ¥24,104 crore for the period 2023-24 to 2025-26.

fgardt R A 37 FeA W [T FAE 8, T T 3870 gU foh ST g o Teel
& TuTH STetenta 3nfeard = #@Er AHAT (PM-JANMAN) Tt 224,104 F08 i
Fgcaqul T 3mdesT & A1 2023-24 ¥ 2025-26 @& 9] fHaT §, @ 3AUSET KT

T &Y TG HAT FAT B

¢ PM-JANMAN aims to ensure the holistic development of PVTGs in 18 States and
Union Territories.

PM-JANMAN &l 36?3 18 T4t 3T &9 W= &3 # PVTGs & @A &
GRATRE e

e Odisha, home to 13 of the 75 PVTGs identified across India, is likely to receive a
significant portion of these funds.

3T, S HRTIR & 9ga AT 75 PVTGs § F 13 &1 X §, 37 AT 1 wh
HecaoT fEEAT e e H HST B

e According to sources in the State ST & SC Development, Minorities and Backward
Classes Welfare Development Department, Phase Il of the programme will be
implemented at a cost of around ¥2,422 crore, with a loan component of ¥734 crore
from IFAD.

T wudt 3R e e, sevaeas 3R Res a9 oo fwmrs @@ &
ITHR, SH HRIHHA & TOT || T 78T ¥2,422 FAF I ARG 9T 1] foham S,
fIGH T734 FAT HT FKOT UET IFAD F 19|
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o Tribal rights experts questioned the haste in securing an international loan when NITI
Aayog asked for details on the proposed outputs of OPELIP-II and the actual outcomes
achieved during the previous phase, along with the fund utilization details.

rfear) IRFR RAATAT S ST FKOT UIed et T STeay 9T HaTdl 3T §, 39
AT 3T OPELIP-II & wEariad gRomar 3R oo @Ror & gred aedias
IROTAT & U, B8 3YANET ST ATRRT AL

e OPELIP-I was implemented with IFAD assistance from March 18, 2016 to March 3,
2024, at a project outlay of ¥795.41 crore.
OPELIP-I @I IFAD HgTIaT & 18 ATH 2016 & ofa 3 AT 2024 deh ¥795.41 HUS Hr
ARAISTAT ARTT W &Y fhar ar=r 7|

o Of the total, ¥312.37 crore was the share of the donor agency, and ¥483.04 crore was
the state funding.

Sl TRN H & T312.37 FAF &1 ToldT 1 T o1, 3R T483.04 FN3 T &1 3K &

IEEIERRICEGE

e Although Phase-l of the project ends on March 31, 2024, the project closure report has
not been submitted yet.

gTellfeh TXOT-| GRANSTAT 31 AT 2024 HT TATCA & ST, TRIASTAT FAGAT RAC 373
% T G T IS B

e A senior officer, on the condition of anonymity, stated that there has never been a fund
crunch for the development of PVTGs, as these communities are given first priority in all
welfare programs.

IMNIAGAT HT AT T Toh IS HARRT o gl o PVTGs & fashrar & faw amelr ot
%3 @ FHAY AL @, Fifh 3T AT A T FHoAVTRRT HRFAT F ggd T HebaT
&r el g

¢ In addition, PM-JANMAN now covers concrete houses, drinking water supply, road
infrastructure, electricity, education hostels, healthcare, etc.

g% AR, PM-JANMAN 316 Fhie #AFTT, diad T 96, 5% Jfaandr aram, fsrel,
RYTT ST, TSI @HT 3TE, FI FHaX HLT gl

o Jitu Jakesika, an activist working for the rights of Dongria Kondhs (a PVTG in
Rayagada district), stated that officials and NGOs exploited the OPELIP initiative for
their own financial interests.

g SifFaT, S werst e F S Figw (T PVTG) & 3fUSRT & faT & a3
E Th FRGAT g, o del [ IFfRRIT 3R NGOs & OPELIP 9gel &7 379« T
feat & forw enwor foRa

e The programme, intended to uplift PVTGs, failed to create a meaningful impact on their
lives.

Ig FHH, ST PVTGs Fl 3811 & foIT intended 2T, 378 Sfiaed W U diEdfde T

TA H A% G

e Laxmidhar Singh, another tribal rights activist, mentioned that PVTG development
assessment has not been carried out, and the mindless pumping of funds will only lead
to unnecessary splurge.

JeAeR T, U 37 e IWEFR F&FdT, 7 Fgl & PVTG Q& &1 3TFHdad
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Arvind Panagariya says issue
of surcharges is complicated

Centre is entitled to collect them under Constitutional provision; however, it is worrisome for

many States, Chairman of 16th Finance Commission says after meeting govt. officials in Kerala

|GS Paper II: Center-States Relations |

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

rvind Panagariya,
A Chairman, 16th Fi-
nance  Commis-

sion, on Tuesday termed
the grievance of States re-
garding the Centre’s in-
creasing reliance on cesses
and surcharges as a “com-
plicated issue.”

While it was a worri-
some factor for many
States, it was also, “in a
way,” the Centre’s res-
ponse to the reduction of
its own fiscal space due to
the increase in the share of
States in the divisible tax
pool over the years, he
said, speaking to the media
after meeting Kerala offi-
cials and other stakehol-
ders at Kovalam.

Share in the pie: Arvind Panagariya and others arriving for a press
conference in Kovalam in Kerala on Tuesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

Cesses and surcharges
collected by the Centre
need not be shared with
the States. Their share in
the gross tax revenue has

risen over the years,
prompting States to de-
mand that the levies
should be capped and that
anything beyond it should

flow into the divisible pool.
The issue had also
found expression at the Fi-
nance Ministers’ Conclave
organised by Kerala in Sep-
tember in the run-up to the
Commission’s visit.

‘Share of States’

Dr. Panagariya observed
that the share of States in
the divisible pool has risen
from 32% in the 13th Fi-
nance Commission to 42%
under the 14th. The
Centre, he noted, is entit-
led to collect cesses and
surcharges under a Consti-
tutional provision.

The issue has also been
one that States have
brought to the notice of
successive Finance Com-
missions, he said.

says after meeting govt. officials in Kerala

T G & dgd Fg P 56 FHeST F F HAFR T g,
Ig $s TsAl & v A+ §, 169 fad 3manr & 3rexsy o & &
THEH FfRAFIRE & Femwra & a91g Far

Arvind Panagariya, Chairman, 16th Finance Commission, on Tuesday termed the
grievance of States regarding the Centre’s increasing reliance on cesses and surcharges
as a “complicated issue.”

fdg gafaRa, sreger, 164t e smaer, @ #e@R #1 TSt A HX @ F @R 3uE AR
TETST W ot fvsiar &t afeer Aegr =R f&am

Arvind Panagariya
says issue of
surcharges is
complicated

RfAg geerfear o
el & ATOHR &1
AeeT SAfee &

Centre is entitled to
collect them under
Constitutional provision;
however, it is worrisome
for many States,
Chairman of 16th
Finance Commission

Arvind Panagariya, Chairman of the 16th Finance Commission, called the issue
raised by states regarding the Centre’s increasing reliance on cesses and surcharges
a complicated issue.

Ifde garfafar, 169t faw 3maler & 3regar, S S gaRT 39w AR =S W Tod

TSI &1 TSIt @R 33TC AT v AR AGETF T H R 2|
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He acknowledged that while this was a worrisome factor for many states, it was also,
“in away,” the Centre’s response to the reduction of its own fiscal space due to the
increase in the share of states in the divisible tax pool over the years.

3e6il TR fohaT T glelifeh T§ s Tl & v Riarsers 9ge a1, et Ig o,
"Teh X6 U, e 1 ufafear O, S gt & faereT wT g # ueal & e 7 g
& HROT 30 T ¥ & F#l & FROT 309+ g5 AN

Cesses and surcharges collected by the Centre need not be shared with the states.
Their share in the gross tax revenue has risen over the years, prompting states to
demand that these levies should be capped and anything beyond that should flow into
the divisible pool.

&g caRT 3URT 3R TGN UHT fhU 0 Tt F @1y A1 AL fRU S €1 ast &
SRIA 7T Tohel Y Tog A RS a7 &, aw U=t o ag #7971 fr g & 57
U 6T WAT TR &1 S0 =@igr AR sq@ it Fo o e q@ & srer Ser
Euy

This issue was also raised at the Finance Ministers’ Conclave organised by Kerala in
September, ahead of the Commission’s visit.

I Heal I @Rl asx & ImAod e Afat & awdeer & off sorm @ ar, 5
AT Y AT qEel ATl

‘Share of States’
st w1 REr
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Dr. Panagariya noted that the share of states in the divisible tax pool has increased
from 32% in the 13th Finance Commission to 42% under the 14th Finance
Commission.

st gafIRET & Far [ fsrew X q@ & weat w R 139t R amaer A 3200 &
JehT 14dT e 3maer 7 42% g I g

He also stated that the Centre is entitled to collect cesses and surcharges under a
Constitutional provision.

3egied I8 Y g7 & Fg ) AfAefAE IEUTe & dgd 3UH] 3N WG UhT Sl &l
JIFR gl

The issue has been raised by states with successive Finance Commissions over time.

AT & Gy, AT o Ig Heal FTa-AeTa & 3mae & ada 3o/ ¢
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ISRO and Navy successtully carry out
recovery trials for Gaganyaan mission

[GS Paper il
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRQ) with
the Navy successfully car-
ried out the well deck trials
of the Gaganyaan missions’
crew module.

The trials were carried
out at Eastern Naval Com-
mand on Friday using well
deck ship off the coast of
Visakhapatnam.

According to the ISRO,
the well deck in a ship can

be flooded with water so
that boats, landing crafts,
and recovered spacecraft
can be taken inside to dock
within the ship.

‘Least discomfort’

“Once the crew module
touches down in the sea at
the end of the mission, the
crew have to be recovered
in the minimum possible
time and with the least dis-
comfort. One of the pre-
ferred options is to tow the
crew module along with

the crew inside the well
deck of the ship where the
crew can come out comfor-
tably,” the agency said on
Tuesday.

It further said that the
trials for carrying out well
deck recovery were car-
ried out using a mass and
shape simulated crew mo-
dule mock-up.

It said this trial validated
the overall sequence of op-
erations, ground fixtures
and will help in fine tuning
Standard Operating Proce-

dures (SOPs).

The Gaganyaan pro-
gramme envisages demon-
stration of human space-
flight capability by
launching a crew of three
members to an orbit of
400 km for a three-day
mission and bringing them
back safely to Earth by
landing them in sea wa-
ters. Under the Gaganyaan
programme, ISRO intends
to carry out three un-
crewed missions and one
crewed mission.

ISRO and Navy successfully carry out recovery trials
for Gaganyaan mission

a0 AR AT F WA e & P FwdaEs
Raadl qdiator feo

ISRO and Navy Successfully Conduct Well Deck Trials for Gaganyaan Mission Crew

Module

ISRO 3R @l & T e & § Alsye & v a9 3% afieTor haaEs e

e The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), in collaboration with the Navy,
successfully carried out the well deck trials for the Gaganyaan mission's crew

module.

AR IHARET HTHUTT HIMSaA (ISRO) o AT & W TAelent oreramer e & &
Aigg & [T ae 3% IO Fholaryash fhT|

e The trials were conducted at the Eastern Naval Command on Friday, using a well deck
ship off the coast of Visakhapatnam.

aderor it ARfee Farer A gFar # fHe a7, SEe Ramaueeaw & de¢ & o
dd 3o SIgTel &I 39T fehar arm|

e According to ISRO, the well deck in a ship can be flooded with water, allowing boats,
landing crafts, and recovered spacecraft to be brought inside the ship to dock.
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‘Least discomfort’

‘TgeTaA Igiaur

“Once the crew module touches down in the sea at the end of the mission, the crew
needs to be recovered in the minimum possible time and with the least discomfort.”

"SI AR AU & A HWAZH ST 8, Al F I 7 qAqdH FAT H 3N we1asr
FgfauT s @y gof: gred R S @nfge”

One of the preferred options is to tow the crew module along with the crew inside the
well deck of the ship, where the crew can come out comfortably.

Tsh qHATel faehed Ig § fh § ARG A f & WY STETl & dof 3 & 3 @il

foram ST, ST6T % 3R ¥ gL el Hehell B

The agency further stated that the trials for well deck recovery were conducted using a
mass and shape simulated crew module mock-up.

T ¥ 3 T P e 8% Revadi & T qdiETer A N SR & RegeRs ¥

ATSYA AlH-IHT FHT 3TANT e fHU AT
The trial validated the overall sequence of operations, ground fixtures, and will help
in fine-tuning the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).

qQET0T o AT Y FHT FHGGHAT, I35 ey F1 AT far 3N AWF FareT
AfFATHT (SOPs) T SgR §all H Heg M|

The Gaganyaan Programme

RIS FREAFHA
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The Gaganyaan programme aims to demonstrate India’s human spaceflight
capability by launching a crew of three members to an orbit of 400 km for a three-day
mission and bringing them safely back to Earth by landing them in sea waters.

IAATT FIHH HT 36T HRA HT AT HANAT 33T &THAT HT TSI T g,
forad e #ewia 3 @t 400 fFelt &1 shetr A el Rar & e & faw dam seen
3N 3¢ GIAIT &9 & gdl WaHg & qeit F df¥r qanr amoq amar s

Under the Gaganyaan programme, ISRO intends to carry out three uncrewed
missions and one crewed mission.

MATA FTAHH & I6d, ISRO et Aradlel AT 3R v AagFa A i &r
TG 3G gl




Kerala among
top States for
employability
in India: report

GS Paper ll:Employment |

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala continues to lead as
one of the most employable
States in India, as indicated
by the India Skills Report
2025.

The report, published by
talent assessment agency
Wheebox in association
with various agencies in-
cluding the All India Coun-
cil for Technical Education,
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry, and Association of
Indian Universities, reveals
that Kerala’s workforce
maintains a strong em-
ployability rate of 71%, plac-
ing it on the fifth position af-
ter Maharashtra, Delhi,
Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh.

Kerala also joins the
ranks of Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra and Uttar Pradesh
as the top States. The State
is especially preferred by fe-
male job aspirants. The stu-
dy indicated that the overall
employability in India con-
tinued to grow with 54.81%
of the assessed youths
found to be employable.
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Kerala among top States for employability
in India: report

ART A VSR & ATHS H ol AT =t
# enfaer: R

Kerala Continues to Lead as One of the Most Employable
States in India

FT AR & Fa@ IDF TR AT T A TF &
ﬁwﬁmgm%

. Kerala continues to lead as one of the most employable States
in India, as indicated by the India Skills Report 2025.

FAT HRT & T8 I0F VTR A9 TSI H T T & & H 3970t
IofT §3T &, St T g3 Revew RE 2025 7 FHfad ¢

. The report, published by talent assessment agency Wheebox,
in association with various agencies including the All India Council for
Technical Education, Confederation of Indian Industry, and
Association of Indian Universities, reveals that Kerala’s workforce
maintains a strong employability rate of 71%, placing it on the fifth
position after Maharashtra, Delhi, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh.

g RUIE, 3t dde JWaAT TSl FEiad carT YRR ol 315 g, affies
TSIl S Jter 3T FERe vR fFaewa vopEee, s T
AgraY, 3R AR Reafegmedt &1 §gF g §, 95 gufdr § &
el T HRT DI AR IPIAAT & 71% &, i 34 AGRISE, feel,
FeATeehT, 3R AT JEUT & 16 Gigd T W @ L

o Kerala also joins the ranks of Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and
Uttar Pradesh as the top States.

el AR, AFRISE, 3R 3R W&o & Ty i TeAT A A gierr g

. The State is especially preferred by female job aspirants.
T O ¥ & Afgen AlF 9gsr arel o gde Rar S gl
. The study indicated that the overall employability in India

continued to grow, with 54.81% of the assessed youths found to be
employable.

AT @ Fg Hevel A o (R F FAar VSR AWl st ST & &,
S HH 54.81% HeAhal fhT T JaAT3T T AR AT IIAT 17|
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Deepening India’s steps as a key space-faring nation

[GS paper llI: S&T |
l ndia has set ambitious goals for its space

programme in the next two decades. These

goals hinge on powerful, reusable rockets
such as the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO)’s upcoming Next Generation Launch
Vehicle (NGLV). In addition to the NGLV, India
must tap into its private sector to develop more
such rockets in order to secure strategic
autonomy in its access to outer space.

ISRO’s road map

From an infant space programme in the 1960s,
India has grown into a powerful space-faring
nation. Preparations for the Gaganyaan mission
are underway. Gaganyaan will take an Indian
crew to space for the first time, demonstrating
Indian human-spaceflight capability. By the end
of the next decade, India aims to have a more
sustained presence in space by having its own
space station in orbit around earth. It also aims to
expand its human-spaceflight capabilities to the
moon.

Realising these objectives effects a road map
that consists of multiple uncrewed missions to
the moon, mastering human-centric technologies
for space travel and developing powerful new
rockets. These rockets have to carry heavier
payloads to support humans in space. They
should also be financially viable as it will take
many test flights to reach the safety and the
reliability standards for human-spaceflight to the
moon. ISRO is fulfilling these requirements with
its upcoming NGLV, which has been recently
approved for development by the Union Cabinet.

The significance of the NGLV lies in its heavy
lift capability and reusability. The NGLV will triple
the payload capacity of the LVM3
(Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mk I11),
which is India’s most powerful rocket. This comes
with numerous benefits. Heavy lift rockets ease
restrictions related to weight and volume. It frees
up the focus of engineers and scientists that

Ashwin Prasad

a Research Analyst at
The Takshashila
Institution

Space is an
emergent sector
with much
potential for
commercial-
isation

would otherwise have to be spent on
miniaturisation or weight reduction. It greatly
increases the potential of space-related missions.
The possibilities increase exponentially.

In contrast to all of India’s existing rockets
which are expendable as they are built for
one-time use, a major part of the NGLV will be
reusable. Reusability requires that the rocket
keep some of its fuel for controlled descent back
to the earth’s surface. This reduces the capacity
of the rocket to carry heavier loads but offers
massive cost savings. Reusability has become
necessary for rockets to remain competitive.

The immediate need

The NGLV’s development phase will last for the
next eight years. In the meantime, the need for
heavy lift capability is already felt. India’s next
uncrewed moon mission is slated to use not one,
but two rockets. Two LVM3s will carry the
requisite modules. They will then be assembled
in space to form one composite vehicle that will
go to the moon.

In another instance, GSAT-N2, a
communication satellite built by ISRO, was
launched on SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket. It weighed
4,700 kg while the maximum weight that an
LVM3 can carry to the Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO) is 4,000 kg. A reusable Falcon 9 from
SpaceX, a U.S. company, can carry up to 5,500 kg
to the Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO).
Foregoing reusability, an expendable Falcon 9’s
capacity increases to 8,300 kg. Even this figure is
dwarfed in comparison to SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy
and Starship rockets.

The Starship, which completed its sixth test
flight recently, has already achieved significant
milestones surrounding heavy lift and reusability.
Its mind-boggling capacity to lift over 21,000 kg
to the GTO (1,00,000 kg to the Low Earth Orbit)
while remaining reusable, shows that the Starship
is already past the level of advancement that the

NGLV hopes to achieve at the end of its eight-year
development phase.

Leveraging the private industrial base

This is no surprise given ISRO’s wider scope,
capability and focus. However, it also raises
questions about why India is not exploring more
paths to produce multiple reusable, heavy lift
rockets.

In parallel to developing the NGLV, the
Department of Space can give out contracts to the
private industry in India to design and develop
reusable, heavy lift rockets of their own. Space is
an emergent sector with massive potential for
commercialisation.

There is likely to be strong private sector
interest in India to take up these contracts with
the right incentives. Even with a lack of existing
faculty in rocket technology among Indian
corporations, they can explore foreign
collaboration. For instance, various rocket
engines are already sold commercially.

A milestone-based funding mechanism where
the Department of Space pays private players
after they meet certain objectives at every stage is
a great way to ensure accountability and reduce
cost overruns. In the best case, India may end up
with multiple NGLV-like rockets alongside the
NGLYV, resulting in much-needed redundancy and
greater launch frequency. In the worst case, there
may be delays but that is accompanied by positive
spillovers of innovation, technical capability and
infrastructure which will ultimately yield positive
outcomes.

The entire gamut of space activities, which
ranges from using satellite data for development
to extending Indian presence to the moon and
Mars, hinges on a resilient supply of space
transportation services. India must foster a strong
ecosystem for the growth of a specialised
industrial base that can cater to India’s needs and
ambitions in outer space.

Deepening India’s steps as a key space-faring nation

Faier # ol W & T A ARG F FgA A gl

ST T8 8

India's Ambitious Space Programme and the Role of NGLV

HRT T Agcarhiet aRar FHFHH AR vashved F AT

¢ India has set ambitious goals for its space programme in the next two decades. These
goals hinge on powerful, reusable rockets such as the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)’s upcoming Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV).

HRT o 3ET & AR H 379 3rdReT FRFH & v Agcareel e FuRa Fo &
T F&T AFAR/AT, Gof: ITANT Aeg el W R ¢, S 6 el srafer srqaemer

WISA (ISRO) HT ANMHAT AFFE AAAA dAled sgihel (NGLV)|

e In addition to the NGLV, India must tap into its private sector to develop more such
rockets in order to secure strategic autonomy in its access to outer space.
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TAiuerdl & 3faRed, IRT #1319 sl 89 7 STAATT AT g9 difeh 31T 0
Uehe faswfad fhr o ah AR ared siaRer do 9ga & rehfas warear glaRad &
ST T |

ISRO’s Road Map
ISRO T AsHT

e From an infant space programme in the 1960s, India has grown into a powerful space-
faring nation.

1960 & G2 H Teh @3Nl HANAT FIEFHH U, HRA Teh ATFcillell FHARET AT FA

qTeT e T 13T &

e Preparations for the Gaganyaan mission are underway. Gaganyaan will take an
Indian crew to space for the first time, demonstrating Indian human-spaceflight
capability.

T AT F AT dREr SRy &1 eI AR arae g ggel ) 3iaieT
H A, S ARAT AT FARET T &A1 T TG 2TeT Han|

e By the end of the next decade, India aims to have a more sustained presence in space

by having its own space station in orbit around Earth.

39Tl G2 & Hd doh, HRA T &8 g fob dg AdRET # 379e TRt 3ufeyfa g=me
W, 38« T ag gl & IRt 3R 396 Irafker were wnfid wam|

¢ India also aims to expand its human-spaceflight capabilities to the moon.
HRA 39 AT HARET IET &TAAI3N Y gig dsh Jeld &I o Jey I@ar ¢l

e Realising these objectives requires a road map that consists of multiple uncrewed
missions to the moon, mastering human-centric technologies for space travel, and
developing powerful new rockets.

3o T8 A TTHR Flel & [T T QAT H 37aeThar ¢, o gig | 5
srfaamelt freret, 37aRer amn & fov Awe-FRa deafafdar sk afeqaned av dae
fafld e enfAe Bl

e These rockets need to carry heavier payloads to support humans in space. They
should also be financially viable, as it will take many test flights to reach the safety and
reliability standards for human-spaceflight to the moon.

goT Jehel 1 IARET # ATl &1 FAdT e & fav oy dalgw of o
AT AT g1 3o¢ AT T T waH off g a1fRu, Fifes 9ie aF AT 3afler ImEm
& fore geat 3 freawsiaar A & U & & v w3 wemor 35
HTIRIhAT gref|

e ISRO is fulfilling these requirements with its upcoming NGLV, which has been recently
approved for development by the Union Cabinet.

ISRO 3T HTGRISHATIT HI 39 HEMAT NGLV & I [ & @ ¢, o gt & A 6
WHR @l Aem & Qe #0718 ¢
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Significance of NGLV
NGLV &I Hgecd

The significance of the NGLV lies in its heavy lift capability and reusability.
NGLV & Hgca 38« R fage &1dam iR go: sufar 7 g

The NGLV will triple the payload capacity of the LVM3 (Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle Mk Ill), which is India’s most powerful rocket.

NGLV #RA & Fad AfFaemel Jshe LVM3 (rafiswaa dease dieg sfidd Mk 1))
1 4T3 avHaT 1 Ao I[AT Fer |

Heavy lift rockets ease restrictions related to weight and volume, freeing up engineers
and scientists from focusing on miniaturisation or weight reduction.

s fore Ihe aotet 3R 3Made & TEfia gfael & Tl Selld ¢, oy SollfelaxT
3R AATRT I GEHAAT AT oIl T W I hiod aa § HlFd el g

Reusability of rockets has become necessary for cost savings and to remain
competitive.

hel T YoT: 3TN AR Fad AR GfdeaeicAs aa el & [T 3aeas: g 1 g

The Immediate Need
dochlel ATdYhdT

The NGLV’s development phase will last for the next eight years.
NGLV & &1 =0T T 37978 379Tel 316 quf o gl

In the meantime, the need for heavy lift capability is already felt. India’s next uncrewed
moon mission is slated to use two LVM3s, which will be assembled in space to form one
composite vehicle for the moon mission.

5 o, oY fAve &TAdT T ATl Tgol & HEGH I ST W 81 HRA & 33Tl
ifaamelt alg AT &Y LVM3s T 39T 9T, e 3aReT § THhiAd s dig A
& fav v gAfSa age SoTe|

India’s Space Launch Vehicle Development and the Role of Reusability

AR FT HaRer gaivor I e 3R oo saafrar @ s
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GSAT-N2, a communication satellite built by ISRO, was launched on SpaceX’s Falcon
9 rocket. It weighed 4,700 kg while the maximum weight that an LVM3 can carry to the
Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO) is 4,000 kg.

GSAT-N2, Tsh HOR 3998 58 ISRO o §ATIT 2T, SpaceX & Falcon 9 Ihe & gfaed
fohaT I1aT| 9T doteT 4,700 fRarm 4T, Siafeh Teh LVM3 Geostationary Transfer Orbit
(GTO) d& 31fAHAH 4,000 fFaT FHT ToIA &1 oF ST ThdlT g

A reusable Falcon 9 from SpaceX, a U.S. company, can carry up to 5,500 kg to the
Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO).

SpaceX T eT: 39AWT AT Falcon 9, U IARDI =T, Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO) T 5,500 fRaT A &7 Tofel o T TheT gl
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Foregoing reusability, an expendable Falcon 9’s capacity increases to 8,300 kg.
UeT: YA H BI5a, Ueh fdgelir Falcon 9 &I &THAT &G 8,300 fFamm gt el &

Even this figure is dwarfed in comparison to SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy and Starship
rockets.

TE Hh3T $f SpaceX & Falcon Heavy AR Starship Ued il defell & Sg & &l

The Starship, which completed its sixth test flight recently, has already achieved
significant milestones surrounding heavy lift and reusability.

Starship, forg=t grel € # 39ei & gdietor 3377 QO I, Tger & o farwe 3R gt

3T & &9 F Agcaqul A & YR A X IH B

Its mind-boggling capacity to lift over 21,000 kg to the GTO (and 100,000 kg to the Low
Earth Orbit) while remaining reusable, shows that the Starship is already past the level
of advancement that the NGLV hopes to achieve at the end of its eight-year
development phase.

Ig DT TATHATT &THAT &, ST 21,000 fRaAT FHIF GTO dF (3HR 100,000 Fam Hr Y
I3 Hifde d) o S A g, Safe Tg Go: 3UAT AeY W@ g, S g2far §
Starship 9gel &1 38 &R & 30T 96 g1 &, [T NGLV 319+ 3ms adffr e aor
3d % UTed ST AET gl

Leveraging the Private Industrial Base

fasht i@ 3muR #1 amer 3o
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This is no surprise given ISRO’s wider scope, capability, and focus. However, it also
raises questions about why India is not exploring more paths to produce multiple
reusable, heavy lift rockets.

g FIS IRTT HT 91 G &, given ISRO & RAFqa ar, &7, 3R &arl| grenifas,
Ig Harer 8 o1 & foh %R 3flsh Tredll Y qermer #3417 FT @ § AR FS Lo
3T Y, AR TAFe Johed FATT ST Th|

In parallel to developing the NGLV, the Department of Space can give out contracts to
the private industry in India to design and develop reusable, heavy lift rockets of their
own

NGLV & R & -, sfaRer Rwmr s & fh 3SENT & YaA: 39T A1,
At fore Wahew fBatset 3R fefad et & AT 3y & g ¢

Space is an emergent sector with massive potential for commercialisation.

3ralkat U 38T g3T &1 § forue saramisaor Ay oy wena €

There is likely to be strong private sector interest in India to take up these contracts
with the right incentives.

AR & sl & A A R & Thchl & 3T Il FY T WNcHEA F @A ol
Hl

Even with a lack of existing faculty in rocket technology among Indian corporations,
they can explore foreign collaboration.

gl s & AR Fafaat 7 Aae W 37 Alser baedt f1 welt & arasg, @
fadelt wgaler &1 domer X Fehd g
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For instance, various rocket engines are already sold commercially.
3ETEI0T & oI, Affea Udhe FoT Ugol & AEHids & § a9 ] 2

A milestone-based funding mechanism, where the Department of Space pays
private players after they meet certain objectives at every stage, is a great way to ensure
accountability and reduce cost overruns.

T Hier & geer 3 R owor @7, Sier sraRer [@emer v wor A el Sufaat
F 379 ARG dadt FF Q@ IS F qG SPIAA FT B, e gARAT A
IR APra & TQAN A FH WA F TH AR AN &

In the best case, India may end up with multiple NGLV-like rockets alongside the
NGLV, resulting in much-needed redundancy and greater launch frequency.

gafan Rufa A, 9T FTNGLV ¥ F§ Idhed Fd Tohd & NGLV & a1, foaa
3raede sfaReadr 3 3T gaiqor gy area gl

In the worst case, there may be delays but that is accompanied by positive spillovers
of innovation, technical capability, and infrastructure, which will ultimately yield
positive outcomes.

Tl gt Fufa &, 3o e gl @od § Afhe 58 a1y FarER, d@edrhr &t 3R
e & HHRICHAS spillovers g3, S 3dd: GHRICAS TROTH 37|

The Importance of Space Transportation Services

3rafier gRagsr Fast #1 #Agca
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The entire gamut of space activities, which ranges from using satellite data for
development to extending Indian presence to the moon and Mars, hinges on a
resilient supply of space transportation services.

3afker afafafedt i g @er, St fawma & T 39 Ser 1 3T A § AR
o $ 3uRATY ¥ =ig IR Forer T ger dw el gs ¢, faRer aRaea Jawait A
Teh Aol i W A gl

India must foster a strong ecosystem for the growth of a specialised industrial base
that can cater to India’s needs and ambitions in outer space.

AT F TF A SPHATCH g1aT ST AT afes vk e sitezifors smum
Taerd g1 b, ST AR T ST 3N AGcaTehiaT3it ol argdr Faier 7 QU T Tl
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Ends without means

While goals of UGC reforms are clear,
thev need to be backed by resources

T he Draft UGC (Minimum Standards of In-

struction for the Grant of Undergraduate

Degree and Postgraduate Degree) Regula-
tions, 2024 propose significant changes to India’s
higher education landscape. These include bi-an-
nual admissions to undergraduate (UG) and post-
graduate (PG) courses, enabling students from
any stream to pursue any discipline in UG and PG
if they pass a relevant national qualifying exami-
nation, and allowing for the extension or acceler-
ation of courses. Students can pursue multiple
degrees simultaneously. Higher educational insti-
tutions will have the autonomy to determine stu-
dent attendance requirements. According to the
UGC Chairman, M. Jagadesh Kumar, these chang-
es will remove rigidity, ensuring that global stan-
dards are met. While the intent is laudable, one
provision further centralises examinations as a
qualifying criterion, which may limit flexibility.
The draft rules align with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasises hybrid
learning models and skill-based education. The
draft rules also support the implementation of
the National Credit Framework, providing stu-
dents greater academic flexibility.

However, while the goals of these reforms are
clear, the question is whether there are resources
to implement such sweeping changes. Hurdles
exist as systemic issues such as insufficient facul-
ty strength, underfunded institutions, and a lack
of adequately trained or motivated teachers. Mo-
reover, the regulatory framework, such as on
class strength requirements, governing affiliated
colleges where a majority of the students study, is
ill-equipped to support these new rules that may
be implemented more easily in autonomous in-
stitutions. Since education is on the concurrent
list, State governments often show initial com-
pliance with new regulations only to backtrack.
The inertia within academic bodies and adminis-
trative procedures further complicates the effec-
tive adoption of changes such as the ‘academic
bank of credits’. This initiative allows students to
register at one institution, take courses from
another, and complete apprenticeships in a com-
pany, with the degree being awarded by the first
institution. While such flexibility is groundbreak-
ing, it faces considerable resistance from tradi-
tional academic structures. Moreover, the suc-
cess of these reforms hinges on a substantial
increase in investment in education. Unfortu-
nately, this year’s Budget allocates 15% less fund-
ing to higher education compared to the previous
year’s revised estimates. While the draft UGC
rules offer a promising vision, their success will
depend on addressing existing systemic challeng-
es and ensuring that there are adequate resourc-
es in place.
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Ends without means

ATEeTgIT 37

While goals of UGC reforms are clear, they need
to be backed by resources

Safd e GURT & oaq TIe¢ §, 30 warat
EaRT HARIT g Y 3Taeghdr §

Draft UGC (Minimum Standards of Instruction for the Grant of
Undergraduate Degree and Postgraduate Degree) Regulations,
2024

UGC (3istague B sik divedgue Bt & fv was dfars
AeF) fafawd, 2024 F1 #7«6ter

e The Draft UGC Regulations, 2024 propose significant changes
to India’s higher education landscape.

UGC faferaar, 2024 &1 #%ler TR & 3= e aRgea # Agcaqor

dEdlTd T JEATT AT gl

e These include bi-annual admissions to undergraduate (UG)
and postgraduate (PG) courses, enabling students from any
stream to pursue any discipline in UG and PG if they pass a
relevant national qualifying examination.

SoTH HAGUE (UG) 3R dReASUE (PG) TroTshdAl # mdariis
gaer eanfAe §, S ol & fohdr off Rt & UG 3R PG & et &Y
ITATEA HT ofol &7 AT & §, IR & v wafta i
Tgar 98T I H B

e The proposal allows for the extension or acceleration of courses,
and students can pursue multiple degrees simultaneously.

$H JEAT A reTshAl Y TR A1 c@or i AT &, 3R o
viaE Bt e @ ared w1 a2

e Higher educational institutions will have the autonomy to
determine student attendance requirements.

3T e GTAT T AT & STweT arfe 3 e 3ufeufa

raegHart 1 FURT FT |

e According to UGC Chairman, M. Jagadesh Kumar, these
changes will remove rigidity, ensuring that global standards are
met.
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UGC 3reareT, M. STERT FAR & 38R, I Feelld FORAT 1 gerdal, forad dRas Ateri
& QU faHar S E|

e While the intent is laudable, one provision further centralises examinations as a
gualifying criterion, which may limit flexibility.

STafeh ST 36T TAHAT 8, Th YTayiTeT TSI 1 Aegar AGs & ®9 H 3R
AU FERIOT AT &, S el DA IR FhT Bl

e The draft rules align with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which
emphasises hybrid learning models and skill-based education.

Faler e asdr fRram Afa (NEP) 2020 & Ty A @I &, St gisfas afder Atsew
3R Flerer 3menfia RAram = ST 2ar g1

e The draft rules also support the implementation of the National Credit Framework,
providing students greater academic flexibility.

Faler A9 TS FRBT o & FeagsT &1 ff TFEIT wa §, FEs oEr # 30s
dfyw afremas Fear g

e While the goals of these reforms are clear, the question is whether there are resources
to implement such sweeping changes.

STafeh 3oT GURT & 6T TISC &, HaTel Ig & foh FI1 $H TG & AU sgelral ol
] A & Tl HHTET 3Tele &

e Hurdles exist due to systemic issues such as insufficient faculty strength,
underfunded institutions, and a lack of adequately trained or motivated teachers.

R affarT ar 9T fretet i wat)

e Moreover, the regulatory framework, such as on class strength requirements,
governing affiliated colleges, is ill-equipped to support these new rules, which may be
implemented more easily in autonomous institutions.

$H% 3lrar, [AATAS arET, S HETT drhd ATIRIFATIHT & TR H, ST g Plelall T
AL BT 8, 81 A0 AT &1 AT et & v 3rqied g, foed Fara svam=t J
TR & o) T S Heher B

e Since education is on the concurrent list, State governments often show initial
compliance with new regulations only to backtrack later.

dich freT widerer i grad! gt A g, Uo7 WFR IJFR A0 HAIAT H1 IRFS
3Tl fe@reh €, dhael dlc # RS gea & |

e The inertia within academic bodies and administrative procedures further complicates
the effective adoption of changes such as the ‘academic bank of credits’.

Aferer el A srgar iR yemwfas afFad aRadsr &1 werrd &7 & o] =& #7 3R
SIfeerdr 3cdest ARl &, S ‘AFEAS d% HE Hidew|
e This initiative allows students to register at one institution, take courses from another,

and complete apprenticeships in a company, with the degree being awarded by the
first institution.

Ig UgeT BTl Pl Teh HEYTT H TSHHIOT hiel, GEY & IIGTshaA ofel 3R Toh el H
FHfFRAT Q@ e 1 Al S 8, STafeh B3l gget FEU garn vere # Sl gl
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e While such flexibility is groundbreaking, it faces considerable resistance from
traditional academic structures.

Stafer WY eltemaet Hifdery §, I8 IRURS AfeTr T3 & Ageaqor gfaier &1
HHAT L

e Moreover, the success of these reforms hinges on a substantial increase in investment
in education.

$H& 37elTaT, 37 GURT A Fhorar e # Pder & w2ied gefy W R w3 ¢

e This year’s Budget allocates 15% less funding to higher education compared to the
previous year’s revised estimates.

3 AT FT IoIC IS Ao & TMNTAT AT 6T Jolell F 3oa R & 3T 15% w7
famayor smafed war gl
e While the draft UGC rules offer a promising vision, their success will depend on

addressing existing systemic challenges and ensuring that there are adequate
resources in place.

Stafeh UGC & #®leT faer veh mensiars GfeeahIor Todd i &, 3elchl Fholal Hislar
HRUTATeHS AT B gl e AR FE GARTT aa W AR el & gzied
HHTE 39l gl
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The significance of ANIversus OpenAl

n the evolving landscape of

digital news dissemination,

there is a symbiotic yet

contentious relationship
between news publishers and
technology companies. Publishers
depend on these platforms for
hosting content and traffic
referrals, which they monetise
through advertising. Technology
platforms, such as Meta, act as
intermediaries, driving traffic to
news websites and taking a share
of the advertising revenue.

The latest frontier of this
struggle over the distribution of
money between platforms and
publishers is the field of
Generative Al (GenAl). GenAl
platforms utilise vast datasets
drawn from the open Web to train
their models. Some major news
publishers, such as The Atlantic,
are entering into contractual
agreements to license their
content to Al firms. Others, such
as The New York Times, have taken
legal action against Al firms for the
use of copyrighted material as
training data, and are seeking
compensation. Recently, Asian
News International (ANI) sued
OpenAl for unauthorised use and
storage of its copyrighted work to
train the company’s Large
Language Model (LLM).

Claims and defence

In the lawsuit, ANI first claimed
that OpenAl used its copyrighted
content for LLM training without
authorisation. ANI formally
notified OpenAl of the copyright
infringement. In October, OpenAl
blocked ANI by applying its
opt-out policy, which allows
websites to opt out of automated
use of their text by Al scanners. It
operates on the principles of fair
use and exceptions for text and
data mining (TDM) for scientific
research. Fair use is a legal
principle that permits limited use
of copyrighted material without
the owner’s permission,
depending on the purpose and
character of the use, the type of
copyrighted work, the portion
used, and its effect on the market
for the copyrighted work.
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The lawsuit
against OpenAl
in India would
establish
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determining the
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accountability of
Al developers
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their platforms
in the country
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However, ANI argued that
opting out is ineffective because
other websites and news
organisations republish its content
widely, which allows OpenAl’s
crawlers to scrape its content
through these third-party sites. So,
ANI went to court.

Second, ANI accused OpenAl of
generating responses that were
either verbatim or substantially
similar to ANI’s copyrighted
content. OpenAl defended its
stance on verbatim reproduction
by arguing that copyright does not
protect ideas or facts, only their
expression. It contended that its
models never deliver information
to users in the same expression as
its sources and that the language
was modified sufficiently to claim
copyright exceptions.

Third, ANI highlighted the issue
of fabricated responses, where
ChatGPT misleadingly attributed
fabricated interviews or news
stories to the agency. OpenAl
stated that it resolved every
instance of false attribution
flagged by ANI and pledged to
rectify similar issues in the future.

In response to these claims, ANI
is seeking an interim injunction to
restrain OpenAl from storing,
publishing, or reproducing its
work. ANI is also requesting an
order that prohibits OpenAl from
accessing its content anywhere,
including through its subscribers.

Implications
A lawsuit of this nature is a first in
India. However, OpenAl asserts
that there is no basis for legal
action within the country, as no
reproduction of content took
place in India. The Al platform
stated that it has no offices and
servers in India, and so the AI
model’s training and data
processing occurs outside India.
ANI’s claims and OpenAl’s
defence highlight two significant
issues that Al faces: a balance
between copyright infringement
and fair use, and territoriality in
data storage. The first issue has
been persistent since the rise of
the Internet. The dispute between
Al platforms and content owners

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

reproduces this old wine in new
bottles. Fair use, TDM, and the
ex-post opt-out option are rooted
in two principles: permissionless
innovation and free inquiry. The
first principle advocates that
experimentation with new
technologies and business models
should be allowed by default.
Unless a compelling case proves
that a new invention will cause
serious harm to society,
innovation should proceed
unimpeded, with any arising
issues addressed later. The second
principle treats facts and data as a
commons and advances public
knowledge by allowing anyone to
share data for scientific purposes.
In India, the law of ‘fair use’
outlines an exhaustive list of
exceptions to copyright protection
that do not directly or indirectly
reference Al training models.
Consequently, whether Al model
training falls under fair use in
India remains a grey area.
Moreover, the absence of TDM
provisions in Indian law raises
questions about the country’s
approach to fostering innovation
in Al while creating a balance with
copyright infringement. Given
India’s lack of Al-inclusive
provisions, policymakers should
adopt a permissionless innovation
approach to stimulate Al
development while protecting the
private rights of content creators.
The issue of territoriality in data
storage poses major challenges to
data sovereignty, which requires
that data be regulated by the laws
of its country of origin. OpenAl's
defence illustrates the
complexities of applying territorial
laws to cloud-based services and
distributed Al models. While these
services and models use data
generated by Indian users or
organisations, the data is
dispersed across multiple servers
or cloud environments making it
challenging to extend traditional
concepts of territoriality over data.
This lawsuit against OpenAl in
India will set a precedent for
determining Al developers’ legal
accountability for content
generated by their platforms.
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The significance of ANI versus OpenAl

TUUSAITS 11 HYAUINTS HT HAged

The Relationship Between News Publishers and Technology Companies

FAMER yhRrE R dligd @A Fulaat & &g geay

In the evolving landscape of digital news dissemination, there is a symbiotic yet
contentious relationship between news publishers and technology companies.

e ¥R R & [{efid ga aRea #, AR yFmem 3R diegifadr Fufaat
& oI Heshitaar R faerue @@ &

Publishers depend on these platforms for hosting content and traffic referrals, which
they monetise through advertising.

YT So1 ColchIAT O AT §Fe &t 3N ¢fhsp It & foiw fodR s €, o o
s & ATeTH @ FATHT HATT

Technology platforms, such as Meta, act as intermediaries, driving traffic to news
websites and taking a share of the advertising revenue.

e A cewe, S Meta, ALIFT & §F H FH A ¢, oIl FAGR de@BE W
¢hep o § 3R RAasr toreg &1 Rear o gl

The Frontier of Generative Al (GenAl)
ST T.IE. (GenAl) HT &
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The latest frontier of this struggle over the distribution of money between platforms
and publishers is the field of Generative Al (GenAl).

lehA! 3R g & STt & AT W I guY F1 Ad9GdH T Sedd
T.HTE. (GenAl) B

GenAl platforms utilise vast datasets drawn from the open Web to train their models.

GenAl TITHT 319a Aiscll 1 IRAIfET e & v geol a9 & el ST de &r
3917 I g

Some major news publishers, such as The Atlantic, are entering into contractual
agreements to license their content to Al firms.

$O YHE FAER THH, S The Atlantic, 396 Tt &1 Al Fafaai #1 asdd oo
& T gfaeeas aaslal & s = ® &)

Others, such as The New York Times, have taken legal action against Al firms for the
use of copyrighted material as training data and are seeking compensation.

3=, S The New York Times, Al #9faai & ot FTefelt FRETS X I 8, Sepiol
FIIRTSE WA H TRIETOT ST & &9 # 3uT fahar 3R 3 F3masm AT 1@ &

Recently, Asian News International (ANI) sued OpenAl for unauthorised use and
storage of its copyrighted work to train the company’s Large Language Model (LLM).

8T &1 &, TRITE 7o gexaeed (ANI) & OpenAl T 37 HIIRISES ATHA HT
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IAfFA 3TANT 3N $ERUT FA & fAT Huel & @t dedsr Afser (LLM) &1 viifaa
fera|

Claims and Defence

g 3R T

o In the lawsuit, ANI first claimed that OpenAl used its copyrighted content for LLM
training without authorisation.

el &, ANI & ggel grar fFar & OpenAl & 3HFT HARSs T HT LLM giRrator
& forw faam srgafar suaer fha
¢ ANI formally notified OpenAl of the copyright infringement.

ANI & OpenAl HI HTIRTEE Ieade 1 qaie o= 4

¢ In October, OpenAl blocked ANI by applying its opt-out policy, which allows websites
to opt out of automated use of their text by Al scanners.

3FeaY A, OpenAl & 37961 opt-out I o] & ANI &I 37a%eyr Y e, &
ATHTS T 3ofeh THEC & T 3T § Al Fholll SaNT a6 foieholel &1 31eTAT
&t 8

e It operates on the principles of fair use and exceptions for text and data mining
(TDM) for scientific research.

I fair use 3 UST 3R 3T @A (TDM) & d=fras IqaeTeT & T 3raret &
Ricuidl W &1 F:ar gl

o Fair use is a legal principle that permits limited use of copyrighted material without the
owner’s permission, depending on the purpose and character of the use.

Fair use T ool fEHTd § ST HUR1Ses Al & WA 39Aer i regAfa &ar
¢, fo=t anferen & 3reTAfd &, 3UANET & 3eged AR TRT & R |

e ANI argued that opting out is ineffective because other websites and news organisations
republish its content widely, allowing OpenAl’s crawlers to scrape its content through
these third-party sites.

ANl & T Far & SeY Ppaar T3aY 81 § it 3 daase 3R gHERER
IS SR WA T 10 T § Y: AT X &, fTHTH OpenAl & Hlerk SHAT
ATy Y ST J-uET disel & AeAH § diT Fha

e S0, ANI went to court.

zafelT, ANI o 37cTeld &7 39 fohaT|

e ANl accused OpenAl of generating responses that were either verbatim or
substantially similar to ANI’s copyrighted content.

ANI & OpenAl W 3R SRR foh 38T ANI Y H1IR1SEs ATt & fAera-Sferay ar

MEE2N: 30X 3cUool [hU|

e OpenAl defended its stance on verbatim reproduction by arguing that copyright does
not protect ideas or facts, only their expression.

OpenAl & Areger: edcdres T A= RUfT T qa1a Y §U a forar foh sidRrge
faamt a1 awdt & e AL FIAT, Faer 3k AT FT |
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e ANI highlighted the issue of fabricated responses, where ChatGPT misleadingly
attributed fabricated interviews or news stories to the agency.

ANI & Irefel 3eRY T HE@T 36T, 56T ChatGPT & Fulaaiedd ATchRI AT HATIR
FEITAdr I TSl T ITeld dlish F SIS

o OpenAl stated that it resolved every instance of false attribution flagged by ANI and
pledged to rectify similar issues in the future.

OpenAl o &gl & 38 ANI GaRT ST GE@IT 97T Tdd AAFIOT & Tcdeh ATH I gol
forar 3R sifasy & g&t TE & Heal I GURS 1 arer fahar|

e Inresponse to these claims, ANI is seeking an interim injunction to restrain OpenAl
from storing, publishing, or reproducing its work.

geT grdl & STard #H, ANl OpenAl @ 39T HTH T FIE Hel, FehITRIT A AT IoT:
3T WA A U & T U gelRe frdearan & a1 3 @1 8

e ANl is also requesting an order that prohibits OpenAl from accessing its content
anywhere, including through its subscribers.

ANlugaﬁmarmm%aTOpenAlaﬁm@rWama?ﬁaﬁqguﬁ T Uehdl
g, J8T & foh 39 Ggeal & AgH & 87|

Implications

g

e A lawsuit of this nature is a first in India.
SH YR T HHEAT ARG H g &

e However, OpenAl asserts that there is no basis for legal action within the country, as
no reproduction of content took place in India.

glelifeh, OpenAl &l Fgell & Toh &2 H Fefsll FNATS T HIS MUR &1 ¢, Fiieh HAHA
T IS JATcTIE TR H LT 37|

+ ANPI’s claims and OpenAl’s defence highlight two significant issues: a balance
between copyright infringement and fair use, and territoriality in data storage.

ANI & g1d 3R OpenAl FT I9T & HEcdqUT Heal &l 39PN Fd g PIURFE Searaed
3R fair use & & HJelol, 3R 32T SHBROT A &I

e The first issue has been persistent since the rise of the Internet.
UEell Feal $eTAT & 36T ol &l g3 gl

e The dispute between Al platforms and content owners reproduces this old wine in new
bottles.

Al et 3R aralt Afdl & @i faare 58 Qe Heg A AT T H T8 T
J

e Fair use, TDM, and the ex-post opt-out option are rooted in two principles:
permissionless innovation and free inquiry.

Fair use, TDM, 3R ex-post opt-out fdweq aF eurdr # fafed & e srqafa &
FaraR 3R HqFd IHTaYT|

e Permissionless innovation advocates that experimentation with new technologies and
business models should be allowed by default.
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e srgafar 1 TR 98 goa a1 § 6 A5 dehelient 3R SIOR Alsell & @y
TANT T T §T @ AT & SN ARl

e Unless a compelling case proves that a new invention will cause serious harm to society,
innovation should proceed unimpeded, with any arising issues addressed later.

SIS ek Teh HSIR HIHCT Ig FIfSd =g Il foh Teh 37 INTAShR FATS @l ik
GEXIC qgﬂwn, AR F f9aAT Fehrde & 39T gear ey, 3R FIs 8 Icget
AEAT &1 H gl T J6 AT

o Data sovereignty requires that data be regulated by the laws of its country of origin.
3T YT IE AT Al § T ST I 38k Icufer JA & Pl ganT AT fevar
ST |

e Theissue of territoriality in data storage poses major challenges to data sovereignty,
as data is dispersed across multiple servers or cloud environments.

32T HSROT H &Iar 1 Hegr 3T WWHAT & T 99 Iellferdl &l HRUT Seichl g, Fifeh
3T s TR AT Fol135 araraor H her grar gl

e OpenAl's defence illustrates the complexities of applying territorial laws to cloud-
based services and distributed Al models.

OpenAl FT S99 8T FfaAT 1 Fer3s-3mamia Famait 3 RaRa Al Afsdl o @y
N T SAfeordarit & g2riar &

e This lawsuit against OpenAl in India will set a precedent for determining Al
developers’ legal accountability for content generated by their platforms. OpenAl &

T 9T 7 TE HehcHT Al STATH AT FfAT STaATEae! & [TUROT & fIT Teh AT
T WM, ST 37 ColchIAT GaRT 3cdesd AT & forw gl
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Judiciary draws its power from two fountains, public acceptance of the authority of the judiciary and the integrity of the judiciary. The Bangalore Principles of

Judicial Conduct 2002 presents a framework to regulate judicial conduct

LETTER & SPIRIT

Krishnadas Rajagopal

he comments made by

Allahabad High Court judge,

Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav,

against the Muslim community
at an event organised by the legal cell of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad in the High
Court premises on December 8, has
drawn public flak.

Justice Yadav has said that the country
would function as per the wishes of the
majority living in Hindustan. He
remarked that while children of one
community are taught kindness and
tolerance, it would be difficult to expect
the same from children of “another
community” especially when they
witness animal slaughter. On the push for
the Uniform Civil Code, Justice Yadav has
said that Hindus revere women as
goddesses even as members of the “other
community” practice polygamy, Halala or
triple talaq. The Supreme Court, in a
statement, said it has taken note of the
newspaper reports on Justice Yadav's
speech. It said details have been asked
from the Allahabad High Court and that
the “matter is under consideration”.

In light of Justice Yadav’s remarks, the
All India Lawyers Union have written to
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv
Khanna, saying the judge’s comments
lean away from democracy and towards a
“Hindutva Rashtra”. The Campaign for
Judicial Accountability and Reforms led
by advocate Prashant Bhushan, in its
letter to the CJI, has alleged that Justice
Yadav’s participation in a “right-wing
event” and his communally-charged
statements were a brazen violation of his
oath of office. Supreme Court Bar
Association president, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, has reportedly called for the
impeachment of the High Court judge.

On judicial ethics
Judiciary draws its power from two
fountains, public acceptance of the

authority of the judiciary and the
integrity of the judiciary. Experience
gained over time has led the judiciary to
codify the best conventions of judicial
conduct, both in and out of court. The
“‘Restatement of Values of Judicial Life’ is
the primary code of ethics governing
judicial behaviour adopted by the
Supreme Court on May 7, 1997.

The very first rule of the code is that
the behaviour of a judge must “reaffirm
the people’s faith in the impartiality of the
judiciary”. It underscored that “any act of
a judge of the Supreme Court or a High
Court, whether in official or personal
capacity, which erodes the credibility of
this perception has to be avoided”. Justice
Yadav seemed to have missed the last rule
of the code which mandated that “a judge
must at all times be conscious that he is
under the public gaze”. The Bangalore
Principles of Judicial Conduct 2002
presents a framework to regulate judicial

ISTOCKPHOTO

conduct. It requires a judge to ensure that
his or her conduct, both in and out of
court, maintains and enhances the
confidence of the public, the legal
profession and litigants in the impartiality
of the judge and of the judiciary. While
the 2002 document recognises a judge’s
entitlement to freedom of expression, it
mandates that he or she “shall always
conduct himself or herself in such a
manner as to preserve the dignity of the
judicial office and the impartiality and
independence of the judiciary”. More
importantly, the charter requires a judge
to be “aware of and understand” the
diversity in society and treat all equally.

How is a judge impeached?

The Constitution mandates that judges of
the Supreme Court and High Courts can
be removed by an order of the President
after a successful process of impeachment
on the grounds of “proved misbehaviour

or incapacity”. The motion of removal of
a constitutional court judge must be
supported by a special majority of the
total membership of the House and of at
least two-thirds of the members of the
House present and voting. Except on a
removal motion, the Constitution
prohibits the legislature from discussing
allegations of misconduct of judges in any
other context. However, the Supreme
Court has also evolved an in-house
procedure to give judges facing serious
allegations a window to take voluntary
retirement, sparing themselves and the
judicial institution the public
embarrassment of an impeachment.

The procedure was formally adopted in
1999, and was put out in the public
domain by the Supreme Court in 2014.
The procedure allows a complaint against
a High Court judge to be addressed to the
President, the CJI or the Chief Justice of
the High Court concerned. If a complaint
is received by the High Court Chief
Justice, depending on the seriousness of
the grievance, a response can be sought
from the judge concerned. On receiving
the response, and if a deeper probe is
called for, the Chief Justice could forward
the complaint and the statement of the
judge to the CJI.

The President, on receiving a
complaint, refers it to the CJI. The CJI,
either on receiving a complaint directly or
referred to by the President, can forward
it to the Chief Justice of the High Court
concerned, who would follow the same
procedure of collecting a statement from
the judge concerned and returning it to
the CJI if the allegations were serious
enough to require an investigation. The
CJI can then appoint a fact-finding
committee of two Chief Justices from
other High Courts and a High Court judge
to inquire into the allegations.

If the committee reports sufficient
material to remove the judge, the CJI can
ask the latter to retire. In case, the judge
refuses to do so, the CJI can intimate the
President and PM about the allegations
along with the committee report, clearing
the way for impeachment.

The code of conduct judges need to follow

THE GIST

v

The comments made by
Allahabad High Court judge,
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav,
against the Muslim community
at an event organised by the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad on
December 8, has drawn public
flak. Justice Yadav has said
that the country would
function as per the wishes of
the majority living in
Hindustan.

v

The ‘Restatement of Values of
Judicial Life’ is the primary
code of ethics governing
judicial behaviour adopted by
the Supreme Court on May 7,
1997. The very first rule of the
code is that the behaviour of a
judge must “reaffirm the
people’s faith in the
impartiality of the judiciary”.

v

The Constitution mandates
that judges of the Supreme
Court and High Courts can be
removed by an order of the
President after a successful
process of impeachment on
the grounds of “proved
misbehaviour or incapacity”.

~arneel Y HAR ATRdT FT I AT HEIF ¢

Judiciary draws its power from two fountains, public acceptance of
the authority of the judiciary and the integrity of the judiciary. The
Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct 2002 presents a framework

to regulate judicial conduct

Aot et AfFd & @Al & yIvd Fdl §, FaEufasT & JRER
1 wraafas Ffa AR Fwfas # sr@san drer F=nfdF smeror
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R 2002 7w 3RO F RAfFEfRT F@ F v & TRaEr gwqq
FIT &

Allahabad High Court Judge's Comments and Public Backlash
FATREIG 399 ~Ad & ~grneder f Rouforar ik adefes @7

The comments made by Allahabad High Court judge, Justice Shekhar Kumar
Yadav, against the Muslim community at an event organised by the legal cell of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad in the High Court premises on December 8, has drawn
public flak.

FATEEIE 359 ~AIATd & ~ArTeer, Ff¥eH AW FAR Ired carT 8 RHaw it =4
e TRET A favg g aRweg & Fepett Tarss canrt 3mAfoid U wisH 7 7iaw
THSTT & T@e® #7715 eoaioral 1 wrarfars faer &1 |Hel & qs|

Justice Yadav has said that the country would function as per the wishes of the
majority living in Hindustan.

Sfeew Aed =1 FeT o 2o fqerara & e areh SgwEar H1 gTonil & AR T
He remarked that while children of one community are taught kindness and tolerance,

it would be difficult to expect the same from children of “another community”
especially when they witness animal slaughter.

3giet ool & & Safe ve e & aeat @ adr AR weereierar Aws A g,
T 35 AT HISA G “GEY FAGR F Tl A, HR 9 § 9 I ST §

On the push for the Uniform Civil Code, Justice Yadav has said that Hindus revere
women as goddesses even as members of the “other community” practice
polygamy, Halala, or triple talaq.

It Rfae & qade & aifew aga s Fer & Ry aRew & & & v &
FFAfAT FQ 8, STaieh “GEY WHE” & Fer wifaemet, garer a7 fagdr aars 1 drer=
ET

The Supreme Court, in a statement, said it has taken note of the newspaper reports
on Justice Yadav’s speech.

WA FE A Toh ST A Fgl & 30 FA¥eH Irea F #9or W FAER Raet 1 ea=

@ gl
It said details have been asked from the Allahabad High Court and that the “matter is
under consideration”.

3= el [ gelgIaTEg 3oa ~areag § faavor A7 91w § 3R 6 “Arder foarmede g7

Reactions to Justice Yadav’s Remarks

Jfew greg fr feogforat v wfafsan
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In light of Justice Yadav’s remarks, the All India Lawyers Union have written to the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Sanjiv Khanna, saying the judge’s comments lean away
from democracy and towards a “Hindutva Rashtra”.

afew Frga i Reafdri & e &, siter BT aad gfawer 7 soma & q&7
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Fgrameiter (CJI) Tshtg @eA1 1 g7 forar, foae gt s/ o =amaredrer $r feoaforar
e ¥ g 3R “figea g 1 3R 7 g8 &

o The Campaign for Judicial Accountability and Reforms, led by advocate Prashant
Bhushan, in its letter to the CJI, has alleged that Justice Yadav’s participation in a
“right-wing event” and his communally-charged statements were a brazen
violation of his oath of office.

s SamEedt R gUR A, 8 sftaerdr wena suor S Adea fRar, & CJl @t
O o3 & 3RT Temr F Ffew g f deierd v “gfdrorgdft srfwa” 7 ik
3oTh ARYEIAF T & HSHIF feoufordl 3 g Y a9y &1 [Aeieo Jeaud o |

e Supreme Court Bar Association president, senior advocate Kapil Sibal, has
reportedly called for the impeachment of the High Court judge.

T FIE TR wRIFATAT & 3reweT, atss sftaear s Rsae, 3 H_T &7 § 3=
TR & ITATer ol AGTTAANT hlar hT AT T gl

On Judicial Ethics
1A% MR §fgdr |

e Judiciary draws its power from two fountains: public acceptance of the authority of the
judiciary and the integrity of the judiciary.

FATIYTIAT 319 ATFT & Wl T ITed Rl g ATl & R $ gdafas
i i Farrarfen i $Amery|

e Experience gained over time has led the judiciary to codify the best conventions of
judicial conduct, both in and out of court.

W%Hﬂ%ﬁmﬁmﬁwaﬁmﬁﬁméxmwaﬁaﬁ
PIBHES W F T 9RT fram, FE & 37ex 3R a8 gt

e The ‘Restatement of Values of Judicial Life’ is the primary code of ethics governing
judicial behaviour adopted by the Supreme Court on May 7, 1997.

TR e & Aeal A g e 7T =R @R, 5 ghe F1E G 77
1997 &l 39=A1T AT

e The very first rule of the code is that the behaviour of a judge must “reaffirm the
people’s faith in the impartiality of the judiciary”.
HIS FI gl A Ig § b ~araehier &1 cgagR ‘Al & g adiferer & fasasrar &
fagarg & gof: T e @nfew |

e It underscored that “any act of a judge of the Supreme Court or a High Court, whether

in official or personal capacity, which erodes the credibility of this perception has to be
avoided”.

SHA g TUSC T a1 o ‘P FIE I 3TT AT & =Gl &1 Hig o
g I RIS AT hiarcard &TATT H g, S 38 JTUROT <l faraaetaar sl
HHSR HY, 38 el ST AT

e Justice Yadav seemed to have missed the last rule of the code, which mandated that “a
judge must at all times be conscious that he is under the public gaze”.
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Sf¥eq AEa o Iz & AHfaA FAIF o AsR3iers 6, s g8 FuiRa fFar o=
T T3 “FATIEier FT FHAT I FEHH HT dMeT [ Ig FESATeF A9 & ded ol

The Bangalore Principles of Judicial Conduct 2002 presents a framework to regulate
judicial conduct.

doreR 7% 3R WRar 2002 F=RF 3RET F FAIET WA & T tE wTRaEr
TEJ el g
It requires a judge to ensure that his or her conduct, both in and out of court, maintains

and enhances the confidence of the public, the legal profession, and litigants in the
impatrtiality of the judge and of the judiciary.

Ig Teh ~OIAHer & Ig GIATRIT et &1 AT HIar & fob 3T ITeRT, T T8 Hie
& 3eT g AT S, Widerae faeamy, S 9o 3T arfeat o favarw srgeher 3k
AR &1 fasgefar # =T W AR serw|

While the 2002 document recognises a judge’s entitlement to freedom of expression, it
mandates that he or she “shall always conduct himself or herself in such a manner as to
preserve the dignity of the judicial office and the impartiality and independence of the
judiciary”.

gralifeh 2002 FT EATAST ATaeIer & cafFded Faaadl & UFR HI AT & g,
AfhaT I8 a8 AUTRT Far & & a8 ‘g7 57 TE § ¥IgR : o =¥« ug

1 IRAT 3T FFrguIfarer i foregarar i Tgaadr 40 @

More importantly, the charter requires a judge to be “aware of and understand” the
diversity in society and treat all equally.

HfRF HAgcaqul a1 Ig ¢ T Wiecr T sargeier & Ig Afr w1 § 6 ag wA e A
Rffgar @ raerd g 3R 37 gFs 3R T A GHE T @ TR

How is a Judge Impeached?

Farefier &1 AR FA fHAT ST 2

Website: patrioticias.in
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The Constitution mandates that judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts can be
removed by an order of the President after a successful process of impeachment on
the grounds of “proved misbehaviour or incapacity.”

wfaUs & AR, e FIE 3R 3T STt & SR S AR S gihar &
Ahel gl & o Togafal & A A ey gedagR I IATFdAr & YR W e s
HehT Bl

The motion of removal of a constitutional court judge must be supported by a special

majority of the total membership of the House and of at least two-thirds of the
members of the House present and voting.

Gfaenfae ~arred & ~AIEi & gea F YEdE H WA F Fo Forddr Hr faaw
TgAd IR Feet A 3URYT IR Ade T I - FETT @ FHESA yred g
IR

Except on a removal motion, the Constitution prohibits the legislature from discussing
allegations of misconduct of judges in any other context.
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g & TEA & 37oaT, Wi marrediel & qedaer & HRT W R 3w et 7
TaT FRA T FHE Y YTl g

e« However, the Supreme Court has also evolved an in-house procedure to give judges
facing serious allegations a window to take voluntary retirement, sparing themselves
and the judicial institution the public embarrassment of an impeachment.

gleilich, Gt e =1 3N Ueh ga1-g13w Gftwan fasnfla & § arfer sfi 3t &1 ameer
T I AR H FaesT ¥ FAIfagd gl &l T 3G Ao ¥, foad 3 3R
e TEAT AGITRIIT & Adolielsh JIAH & §d Tohl

e The procedure was formally adopted in 1999, and was put out in the public domain by
the Supreme Court in 2014.

Ig 9ishdr 1999 F 3Nu=Reh & § 30 a1 off, AR Pl FIE ganr 2014 # 3@
AdSifa® AT A 3@ 9T AT

e The procedure allows a complaint against a High Court judge to be addressed to the
President, the CJl, or the Chief Justice of the High Court concerned.

g ufehar 3 ~TaT & gt & @ e i aseufa, cJl, a1 g&efta 3=
AT ¥ AET ~AraHier F Td a1 AT S g

e If a complaint is received by the High Court Chief Justice, depending on the
seriousness of the grievance, a response can be sought from the judge concerned.

Iie RIS 3eT AT F FET AT 1 9o gl 8, o Risprad &1 aisfikar &
YR R Fafad =graefier & gfafshar grod i 51 gt 1

e On receiving the response, and if a deeper probe is called for, the Chief Justice could
forward the complaint and the statement of the judge to the CJI.

fafshar ured e WX, 3R AfE ed Siwr 1 IraeFehar gl ¢, o qET Fareier
R 3R = & s &1 CJI & ard AT Fhd &

e The President, on receiving a complaint, refers it to the CJI.
Usgufa, RIFId 9ed e 9 3@ CJI T Tefdid R &

e The CJI, either on receiving a complaint directly or referred to by the President, can
forward it to the Chief Justice of the High Court concerned, who would follow the
same procedure of collecting a statement from the judge concerned and returning it to
the CJI if the allegations were serious enough to require an investigation.

CJI, a1g a8 RIrad & ured &Y a1 Isgufa ganT e @, 38 Hefad 3T
W#g@mzﬁﬁra;wﬁaﬂﬁ%,ﬁwmwwmgc
T ey ¥ ST grod e 3R AR 3R St fr 3maTSar & fow e gt
ar 33 CJI & 9rF arad Hotdn|

e The CJI can then appoint a fact-finding committee of two Chief Justices from other
High Courts and a High Court judge to inquire into the allegations.

g8 dTe, CJI RIGT Y ST ael & AT al 3 3= ARl & J&g ~qryefat

3N e o ST F ST f geg-ger afafa Fged s and g

e If the committee reports sufficient material to remove the judge, the CJI can ask the
latter to retire.
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ofe afAfa waca el geda #<c @ foas sareher & gern a1 #@&dr g, ar CJl
318 QaTferge g1 T 3T A Hehdl B

e In case, the judge refuses to do so, the CJI can intimate the President and PM about

the allegations along with the committee report, clearing the way for impeachment.

Ife Farreier 380 SR A &, ar CJI Iseafa 3R wenerss=it 1 3Rt ik afafa &
RAIE & @ gRT & d@ad g, fad Agifdaier & gfhar & e @t @ g g

What is the extent of the
global share of solar energy?

What does the World Solar Report 2024 by the International Solar Alliance state?

|GS Paper lll: S&T, Environment |

Ajay Mathur
Saba Kalam

The story so far:
n November 5, the World Solar
Report 2024 by the
International Solar Alliance
(ISA) was released. From 1.22
GW in 2000, the world’s solar capacity
has surged to 1,419 GW in 2023, charting a
CAGR of about 36%. Today, solar capacity
represents three-quarters of all renewable
capacity additions worldwide.

What are new solar technologies?
Quantum dot solar cells have achieved a
record-breaking efficiency of 18.1%,
offering a promising approach to enhance
solar energy capture and power
atmospheric water harvesting
technologies. Researchers are creating
self-healing solar panels to extend the
lifespan and reduce the maintenance of
existing solar cell technologies.

Solar-powered phyto-mining uses solar
energy to power the extraction of
valuable metals from soil-using plants,
offering a sustainable alternative to
traditional mining practices. Solar paver
blocks integrated with building
infrastructure and BIPV (Building
Integrated PV), like transparent solar
panels, allow light transmission and
visibility. The development of these
alternative technologies will reduce
reliance on critical materials like lithium
and rare earth elements. The solar sector
is also prioritising recycling panels and
implementing circular economy practices
to minimise environmental impact.

Have reducing costs helped?

The 2024 World Solar Report shows that
the average auction prices for utility-scale
solar photovoltaic (PV) projects have
consistently decreased across all regions.
Utility-scale solar PV costs averaged
$40/MWh in 2024. India topped the

global charts in solar PV capacity granted
through auctions, securing a notable
auction price of $34/MWh. Investment in
solar PV technology within the power
sector is expected to surpass the $500
billion mark by 2024, outstripping the
combined investment in all other
generation forms.

‘What about the global market?

As of 2023, China dominates solar PV as
43% (609 GW) of the cumulative capacity
of solar panels installed globally is from
China. The U.S. contributes 10% (137.73
GW). Japan, Germany, and India each
captured a 5-6% share. Emerging solar
markets like Brazil, Australia, Italy, and
Spain each contributed about 2%. Solar
PV manufacturing has nearly doubled in
capacity for wafers, cells, and modules in
2023. China maintained the highest share
in component manufacturing in 2023,
with 97% in wafers, 89% in cells, and 83%
in module installation capacity.

Has solar impacted other industries?
Employment in the solar PV sector rose to
7.1 million jobs in 2023, up from 4.9
million in 2022 worldwide, indicating a
significant increase from the previous
year and underscoring the sector’s role in
job creation and economic development.
Solar-powered irrigation systems are
transforming agriculture. The global solar
pump market is expected to grow at a
CAGR of 5.8% from 2021 to 2027, driven
by declining costs of solar PV technology,
cost competitiveness of solar-powered
pumps, especially when compared to
diesel-powered water pumping, and
increased awareness among farmers.
Beyond crop farming, agrivoltaics systems
are being used in livestock management,
with solar panels installed in pastures to
provide shade for animals while
simultaneously generating electricity. One
of the key factors driving the adoption of
solar systems has been the introduction
of pay-as-you-go business models,
allowing users to pay for their systems in
small, regular instalments.

Technological advancements have
made solar energy more affordable, while
new applications are further driving
adoption. We must promote technology
and finance transfer, especially to the
least developed and small island
developing countries, to ensure no one is
left behind.

Ajay Mathur is DG of the ISA, and Saba
Kalam is Programme Specialist at the ISA.
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The 2024 World Solar Report
shows that the average auction
prices for utility-scale solar
photovoltaic (PV) projects have
consistently decreased across
all regions.

v

The Report further shows that
the average auction prices for
utility-scale solar photovoltaic
(PV) projects have consistently
decreased across all regions.

v

Technological advancements
have made solar energy more
affordable, while new
applications are further driving
adoption.

What is the extent of the global share of solar energy?

IR FaT1 A1 ARTF fEd@edy Hr dar F=ar 372

What does the World Solar Report 2024 by the International Solar
Alliance state?

IR TR Tsaua 1 RFeg v N 2024 Far Fgdt &2

World Solar Report 2024 by the International Solar Alliance (ISA)
FeAAAT AR FATHH (ISA) EIRT 2024 FT Ie8 WX RAE

e On November 5, the World Solar Report 2024 by the International Solar Alliance

(ISA) was released.

5 FAdeX Pl gEAAAT Hle FATHH (ISA) GaRT ge8 Ao RuE 2024 IR & 15

e From 1.22 GW in 2000, the world’s solar capacity has surged to 1,419 GW in 2023,

charting a CAGR of about 36%.
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2000 # 1.22 GW ¥, gf¥am &1 &R &1AaTr 2023 7 1,419 GW T 9T 915 &, o+ 36%
FT TSR gt R a2 g

Today, solar capacity represents three-quarters of all renewable capacity additions
worldwide.

31ret, ¥R AT gferr o) & weft STdiwolT aterar S31a F1 er-aquter w1 yiafAfted
I B

What are new solar technologies?

7& TR dle@ffeat o ¥

Quantum dot solar cells have achieved a record-breaking efficiency of 18.1%,
offering a promising approach to enhance solar energy capture.

FAIEH 3lc Ao Wod o 18.1% 1 RF1s-als gaTdr e1iie & g, S G FAT TFI=T FHr
Jell & forw ue WA adier uereT 1T g

Researchers are creating self-healing solar panels to extend the lifespan and reduce
the maintenance of existing solar cell technologies.

Merhd Fa-fAarer ¥R e o @ § arfes Hisper @ Ao diedf@fdt & Shasterre
A FOT AT Hoh AR IWEE A FA [HAT ST G |

Solar-powered phyto-mining uses solar energy to power the extraction of valuable
metals from soil-using plants, offering a sustainable alternative to traditional mining
practices.

R-FaT FEfard BrEe)-ARfAT TR FaT T 3T o Al & giet & Aregqw §
hIAC T3 S AShYOT A FErfrd AT §, S IRIRS Telel T3 & v Th
Had d&fous aiF YT Far gl

Solar paver blocks integrated with building infrastructure and BIPV (Building Integrated
PV), like transparent solar panels, allow light transmission and visibility.

"R 9aT sdled F AR A AAEr T H Tehisha R Sam & AR BIPV
(Rfeser géares O, S areeft sk derer, yeprer FaRoT 3R gearen dr srgAfa &a
gl

The development of these alternative technologies will reduce reliance on critical
materials like lithium and rare earth elements.

goT denfodeh Slegifaifenal & fashr & fafler 3ik geler gt acal o sraeas
AT ¥ Feiar s gt

The solar sector is also prioritizing recycling panels and implementing circular
economy practices to minimize environmental impact.

"X &1 derer qereisnor 3R wde sHeiAr ¥l I wrifAsar & w1 § arfe
TATGONT 91T & A fham ST |

Have reducing costs helped?

FIT ged dFTAT o #Aeg $r 272
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e The 2024 World Solar Report shows that the average auction prices for utility-scale
solar photovoltaic (PV) projects have consistently decreased across all regions.

2024 g8 ®Wer R feard & T gRfAd-wFa dler weRlees (did) aRatsemsit
¥ fav sitaa el Ao @l &3t 7 oemar =2 g

o Utility-scale solar PV costs averaged $40/MWh in 2024.
FRfd-wda e At A anra staaa $40/Mwh 2024 7 @

e Indiatopped the global charts in solar PV capacity granted through auctions, securing
a notable auction price of $34/MWh.

ARa F ARgw 9 # fY T wrea B AR 91 atAaT & fow siemd & AreaH
b, TSI $34/MWh & Hgeaqul &ielell Hed gred fahar|

e Investment in solar PV technology within the power sector is expected to surpass the
$500 billion mark by 2024, outstripping the combined investment in all other generation
forms.

Y AT H Ao 9 wiefhy & fAder &1 s7Ae & % 7§ 2024 a& $500
fafeaa & 31ehs &1 aR T Swem, S 3w |ef 3euresT &Ut # FgFd fAaw @ iR
ghamm|

What about the global market?
dRgH T9R & I FH F41 872

e As of 2023, China dominates solar PV as 43% (609 GW) of the cumulative capacity of
solar panels installed globally is from China.

2023 @&, N1 WR Nt F wog@ B, i g Tox W wwRRa @k daer @ Fa
&THAT T 43% (609 GW) T & gl
e The U.S. contributes 10% (137.73 GW).
TIF T ARG 1 AIET 10% (137.73 GW) B
e Japan, Germany, and India each captured a 5-6% share.
ST, e, 3R HRA S TS o 5-6% Eder ured Fr gl

o Emerging solar markets like Brazil, Australia, Italy, and Spain each contributed about

2%.
IR @R TR S arefter, e, seoll, 3t WA S g AF o ST 2% TTETeT
foRa|

e Solar PV manufacturing has nearly doubled in capacity for wafers, cells, and
modules in 2023.

" didft fastor 7 2023 F Aw, Few, AR AlgY A arraT F AT QWA TSI B
gl

e China maintained the highest share in component manufacturing in 2023, with 97% in
wafers, 89% in cells, and 83% in module installation capacity.

e & 2023 # "wew fAAT A ITaaw RREAqd s@e @, SHA awd 7 97%, e
# 89%, 3T ATSYA FTUTIAT &THaT # 83% ATTHS &
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Has solar impacted other industries?

1 @R FST & I3 3G 9 T 37T 87
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Employment in the solar PV sector rose to 7.1 million jobs in 2023, up from 4.9
million in 2022 worldwide, indicating a significant increase from the previous year.

gt 9 a7 & Voo 2023 # 7.1 fAfoas ARl g S¢ a3m, S 2022 7 4.9
faferreT a1, S Roe @t & v Ageayol gefer &1 gelfar g

This increase underscores the sector’s role in job creation and economic
development.

T5 Jere At gorer 3 anfie R # &y & ofFE F 3R w2
Solar-powered irrigation systems are transforming agriculture.

w ot Fmfaa R gome N F wiaRd &= @ L

The global solar pump market is expected to grow at a CAGR of 5.8% from 2021 to

2027, driven by declining costs of solar PV technology, cost competitiveness of solar-
powered pumps, and increased awareness among farmers.

aRge WR 9T SR AT A ¢ 1o 2021 & 2027 T 5.8% FT WCSHNAR &l gram, i
R Y digaifaidr @ gt anTd, @R ST § g arer 99t @ aeta gfaead, AR
fRaer 7 Sedr ST garT IRkd Bl

Beyond crop farming, agrivoltaics systems are being used in livestock management,
with solar panels installed in pastures to provide shade for animals while
simultaneously generating electricity.

B Wl & W, vafialfeeay Reerw o1 3u1er gepurers yaus & fhar S @ g,
et o & At & Wk doer v B aw § @i 9epit & AT e e
ST &b, STaifeh AT & fSoTell T Sedrest o g1 dehl

One of the key factors driving the adoption of solar systems has been the introduction of
pay-as-you-go business models, allowing users to pay for their systems in small,
regular installments.

" gonfedi & 39 F FEET & AT 9HE R H § TF § 9-TF-Z-9 AR
AIZeH I YOI, S STLTHATIN T 3oTeh TAECH HT ATl DI, [FfAT fopeat #
T T IHTA & &

Technological advancements have made solar energy more affordable, while new
applications are further driving adoption.

weaifr seafaai & a0 3o o e vl oo Gar &, sefe 78 seguaei & &
3R seEr ar

We must promote technology and finance transfer, especially to the least developed
and small island developing countries, to ensure no one is left behind.

g dtggifaer iR R geaiaror &1 gerar & iRy, Y ¥ & g9 w4 REfa
3R B gdiv RFmmeie g 7, A a5 gRRad G or o Fas st i &
|
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Behind the great Indian
Internet shutdown

The tag of the world's Internet shutdown capital stems from a lack of compliance with Supreme Court
guidelines. In 2020, the economy suffered losses of $2.8 billion due to 129 instances of Internet suspension

GS paper II: Article 19
anmay Sin

Anandita Mishra
Krishnesh Bapat

On December 10, the Union government
informed the Supreme Court that it had
written to State chief secretaries to follow
the law laid down by the top court on the
issue of internet shutdowns. In this article,
dated December 4, 2021, Tanmay Singh,
Anandita Mishra and Krishnesh Bapat
argue how States do not follow the
stipulations ordered by the Supreme Court
when it comes to Internet restrictions.
n January 10, 2020, the
Supreme Court of India held
that access to information via
the Internet is a fundamental
right under the Indian Constitution. This
was in the case of Anuradha Bhasin vs
Union of India, where the top court also
ruled that any restriction on Internet
access by the Government must be
temporary, limited in scope, lawful,
necessary and proportionate. The Court
reiterated that the Government’s orders
restricting Internet access are subject to
review by Courts.

The expectation was that this decision
would limit the instances of Internet
suspension to only those exceptional
situations where there is a public
emergency or a threat to public safety —
the legislatively mandated prerequisites
for restricting Internet access.
Unfortunately, these promises have
remained unfulfilled. The year following
the decision, India saw more instances of
Internet shutdown than the year
preceding it. India’s Internet restrictions
also accounted for more than 70% of the
total loss to the global economy in 2020,
and India remains infamous as the
Internet shutdown capital of the world.

Recent restrictions
As we write this, the Government of the
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) has restricted access to mobile data
in the Valley of Kashmir. A few days ago,
all Internet services had been shut down.
These restrictions have been issued in the
wake of the death of hardline separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani. Similar
restrictions have been ordered by the
government of Haryana in five different
districts following farmers’ protests that
were organised there. While in these
instances, the governments have
published the orders restricting access,
such publication remains an exception
and not the rule despite the decision in
Anuradha Bhasin (the Haryana orders are
on social media but have not been
uploaded on government websites).
According to an Internet shutdown
tracker maintained by the Software
Freedom Law Centre, in July and August,
the government of J&K suspended
Internet services on five separate
occasions — in the districts of Baramulla,
Pulwama and Shopian. The suspension
orders for these instances have still not
been uploaded on the government’s
websites. Even in May 2021, the
government of J&K suspended Internet
services on three occasions in these
districts. In these instances, the orders
were only published sometime in June
2021 after a significant delay. Although the
J&K government is the most irreverent
about Internet restriction, they are not
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the only culprits. Compliance with
Anuradha Bhasin remains low in other
parts of India as well.

Erodes trust

The importance of the publication of
Internet suspension orders cannot be
understated. Those aggrieved with the
restriction cannot approach a court of law
to question an order’s legality in the
absence of the order. At best, if they do,
the court may direct the Government to
produce the order, but this will allow the
Government to delay production of the
order until after the restriction has
subsided. This enables the Government to
get away with illegal restrictions. This
non-publication of orders also
undermines public confidence in the
Government. The Internet is a necessity
in this day and age, and restrictions

Telegram Channel: https://t. me/patrioticlAS
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without publicly disclosed reasons create
a trust deficit.

There is also a deficit because the
Union Government has also not done
enough to give statutory recognition to
the directions in Anuradha Bhasin. In
2020, itamended the Telecom
Suspension Rules, 2017 to limit Internet
suspension orders to a maximum of 15
days. However, the amendment did not
include an obligation on the Government
to publish orders nor did it include the
Supreme Court’s direction to undertake
periodic review of these orders.

Lack of awareness

As a result, the governmental
non-compliance with the law is difficult to
comprehend. One has to study the
decision of the Supreme Court as
opposed to simply looking at the rules to

PATRIOTICIAS
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understand the obligations on the
Government. The experience with
Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act has shown that if
Supreme Court decisions are not
statutorily recognised, the officials
enforce the law incorrectly simply
because of a lack of awareness. As an
example, the State of Meghalaya in reply
to an RTI application stated that it was not
even aware of the judgment in Anuradha
Bhasin even though eight months had
passed since the Supreme Court’s
pronouncement.

Wide-ranging impact

However, Internet suspension also
remains a problem independent of
non-compliance with the directions of the
Supreme Court. In 2020, the Indian
economy suffered losses to the tune of
$2.8 billion due to 129 separate instances
of Internet suspension, which affected
10.3 million individuals. The Internet is a
source of information, entertainment,
health care, education, livelihood and a
platform for the members of Indian
society to interact with each other and
the world at large.

The harm - economic, psychological,
social, and journalistic — caused by such
suspensions outweighs any speculative
benefits. Internet suspensions ought to be
imposed in times of emergency and not to
stifle the democratic exercise of the right
to protest. In those times, the Internet is a
necessity to seek help.

Moreover, it is also a tool to verify
rumours, and enables individuals and the
Government to disseminate the truth. On
September 2, the government of J&K
restricted access to any form of
communication on the ground that the
‘provocative material on social media’
could misguide the general public and
result in a law and order situation.

A similar reason was stated to justify
the Internet suspension in Karnal,
Haryana. However, the Government will
do well to recognise that offline rumours
can also ‘misguide the public’, but the
individuals will not have access to the
Internet to determine the veracity of
those rumours independently.

Internet restrictions are often justified
on the ground that they are limited to
mobile data services. These contentions
also miss the point. According to a 2019
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) report on Indian Telecom Services
Performance Indicators, mobile device
users (dongle and phone) constituted
97.02% of total Internet users. Only 3% of
users have access to broadband Internet.
These numbers are not likely to have
changed significantly since then, since
broadband Internet continues to be
expensive. It follows from this that
Internet restrictions also tend to adversely
affect those from lower socio-economic
backgrounds more.

Considering these issues, it is not
surprising that the Supreme Court, in
Anuradha Bhasin, permitted the
Government to restrict Internet access
only in limited circumstances. Parliament
has also allowed these restrictions only in
a public emergency or when there is a
threat to public safety. Yet, to much
dismay, Internet restrictions are much
more common than desirable and cannot
be challenged because of a lack of
transparency. More faithful compliance
with the Supreme Court guidelines on the
part of the executive government is
needed to rid ourselves of the tag of the
“internet shutdown capital” of the world
and fulfil Digital India’s potential.

Tanmay Singh is the Litigation Counsel
at the Internet Freedom Foundation.
Anandita Mishra is the Associate Litigation
Counsel at the Internet Freedom
Foundation. Krishnesh Bapat is a CCG
Digital Rights Fellow hosted at the Internet
Freedom Foundation
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Behind the great Indian Internet shutdown

AR A ScTae 9¢ 8l & NS FAT FROT g2

The tag of the world’s Internet shutdown capital stems from a lack of
compliance with Supreme Court guidelines. In 2020, the economy
suffered losses of $2.8 billion due to 129 instances of Internet
suspension

gferar 1 geTeie AT TTHTel! &1 o7 Pl FIE & Ran-fadat &
Ie[aTersT # FAT @ IUSAT 1 2020 H, seeie Adww F 129 AW F
FROT Jrdcaaedn F 2.8 AfeTer siex #1 Jhar gam

Union Government's Action on Internet Shutdowns

FETIE ATSBA W g WHR T FRATS

e On December 10, the Union government informed the Supreme Court that it had
written to State chief secretaries to follow the law laid down by the top court on the
issue of internet shutdowns.

10 RwaR #1, &g WEFR 7 A FE F1 R Far & 309 7o & geg a1
geTAC QT3 & AHS H MY 3ETeld IR T [T T Flefed T TTeled A &

o g3 for@r g

e In this article, dated December 4, 2021, Tanmay Singh, Anandita Mishra, and
Krishnesh Bapat argue how States do not follow the stipulations ordered by the
Supreme Court when it comes to Internet restrictions.

5H oW #, 4 REaw 2021 1 dlw, aawa R, smeifear e, i Feoter ave a8 aF
W § & T golter € @ Sedaie gfasel & A 7 fAuiRa faer-fadat &
aTelel &t Fel |

Supreme Court’s Decision on Internet Access

T FE T SeET TR W/ ok

e On January 10, 2020, the Supreme Court of India held that access to information via
the Internet is a fundamental right under the Indian Constitution.

10 Steradl 2020 1, HRA F FHA FIE S el AT b geTele & ALIH § STy
d% Ugd HRAT FRAUE F dEd T Afas ASER L

e This was in the case of Anuradha Bhasin vs Union of India, where the top court also
ruled that any restriction on Internet access by the Government must be temporary,
limited in scope, lawful, necessary, and proportionate.

IE T T T HRT §T & AHS H AT, 567 N 3rererd & Ig o Sgor e
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o TR ENT Seteie wE W FE Y wfaey sreurh, @iffa aer #, FEE,
3MaRIF 3R Hurfa g =]

The Court reiterated that the Government’s orders restricting Internet access are
subject to review by Courts.

T o I foh TR & GaNT $e¥ale Tadd 9N Gfaae aere & e F1E
CaART FANT & 3refier gien

Expected Impact of the Decision

Aot &1 3T vera

The expectation was that this decision would limit the instances of Internet suspension
to only those exceptional situations where there is a public emergency or a threat to
public safety — the legislatively mandated prerequisites for restricting Internet access.

39eT I8 ot fF I8 AU Sexae Aeed & AT FI Fad 3 JTIRCT gREAfaAr
oeh AT T &I, STET WidSTToreh ITATTRTel I WTSTioleh GI&TT hl WRT 8 — J g
TFAE W 9fade ool & fav el &7 @ AuiRa snaegsant g

Unfortunately, these promises have remained unfulfilled.

gefiagaer, I are Iqet @ ¢l

Increase in Internet Shutdowns

$AT ATIBA A Fafer

The year following the decision, India saw more instances of Internet shutdown than
the year preceding it.

Aot & a1 arer ¥ #, YRT H AT ACSBA & HF AHS 3@ M0 JfATad
oo av¥ F|

India’s Internet restrictions also accounted for more than 70% of the total loss to the
global economy in 2020, and India remains infamous as the Internet shutdown capital
of the world.

HRT & getae gfaae = 2020 ¥ dRFF Jdeqaeyr 1 Fa JHA F1 70% ¥ HAF
W%m,mmgﬁmméuﬁtemmasmﬁwmgm%l

Recent Restrictions

giferar wfaeer
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As we write this, the Government of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) has restricted access to mobile data in the Valley of Kashmir.

S & &7 I8 g | &, 999 3wl (JaK) g anfda 9ger a@R A FAR 9
# Aarger SR ugy A WA F T

A few days ago, all Internet services had been shut down.

Fo & ugd, Wt gexaie daw ag Y & TS o)
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These restrictions have been issued in the wake of the death of hardline separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani.

¥ 9faee FIR HePNgdR) ad1 dag e eang Mae S #lg & a1 I Fw v §

Similar restrictions have been ordered by the government of Haryana in five different
districts following farmers’ protests.

RO &R A 9 AffeT et F Fae yeeiat & a1¢ gae wfasey oo €
While in these instances, the governments have published the orders restricting access,

such publication remains an exception and not the rule despite the decision in
Anuradha Bhasin.

sﬂﬂmﬁﬁ,mwﬁﬁq@wmmﬂ:mrmaﬁw&sﬁw
T JhIRIT Th HYATE ST §37 & 3R ATd el &, e st & Ao & draepel

The Haryana orders are on social media but have not been uploaded on government
websites.

gRIoT & 3meer derer ARIT W §, AT TFERY d9EEel W 3wds A& fFv v g

Internet Shutdowns and Non-Compliance with Anuradha Bhasin

geIAAT ATEBA 3R e ol F W A-Ire[are
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According to an Internet shutdown tracker maintained by the Software Freedom Law
Centre, in July and August, the government of J&K suspended Internet services on
five separate occasions — in the districts of Baramulla, Pulwama, and Shopian.

AIFedaT HIsH af WeX AN W 9T §eAT ATSBA T & ITAN, Fars 3R srea
A, o AR FAR TR 7 gexeie AanaHt A G rerer-rerer IqE W AT fRar
— SR, Jerar, 3R Ay St 7

The suspension orders for these instances have still not been uploaded on the
government’s websites.

3oT "3l & fIT fAdes 3¢ 3 do TIeR $I dgdSel U ITals =il fhU T
gl

Even in May 2021, the government of J&K suspended Internet services on three
occasions in these districts.

7§ 2021 7 o, 1 3R FEAR WER 7 57 et A e Iqad W gewie qani
IGEICCRERI

In these instances, the orders were only published sometime in June 2021 after a
significant delay.

ST TCAI3N H, A el A 2021 A F& <l & F G fwe |

Although the J&K government is the most irreverent about Internet restriction, they
are not the only culprits.

glefifeh S, AR FHR TR Seteie glaael & AF # qa8 F7 U@ ¢, 9
THATT G T8 8

Compliance with Anuradha Bhasin remains low in other parts of India as well.
[T ST & AY He[UTe IR & IHeq REW & o FA oo g3 &
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Erosion of Trust Due to Non-Publication of Orders

At F IR-YFRT F FROT 9 A REc

The importance of the publication of Internet suspension orders cannot be
understated.

ST ACSIBA HIEAT & TFIRMT T Hgcd HH b Aal 3HT ST b

Those aggrieved with the restriction cannot approach a court of law to question an
order’s legality in the absence of the order.

St @ gfasyr & geanfad € 3 3mcer & Fepst duar ) Fare 3o & fov srgred v
TG gl H Hehel IR A 3TelsY el &

At best, if they do, the court may direct the Government to produce the order, but this
will allow the Government to delay production of the order until after the restriction has
subsided.

Fafad Fufd #, 3R 9 TAr X §, ar reTeld THR AT e T el 1 fader
& FHh g, fehel SHY BN I MU T FA A G Fel &l 3raex Ao s«
de gfaeyr AT =18l &l STl

This enables the Government to get away with illegal restrictions.

SN WER F A-F faeael & @ 59 Wece #1398 Ao g

This non-publication of orders also undermines public confidence in the Government.
et &1 IR-YF1ereT o GFR H Widefad AT I FAAR T g

The Internet is a necessity in this day and age, and restrictions without publicly
disclosed reasons create a trust deficit.

SH a7 H $EIC Teh Gl §, 3N Adsifoler & § Yehe fohu faar gfdeer oeme
o e A FA 3095w grar gl

Lack of Statutory Recognition of Anuradha Bhasin

T HHT F Frefedr TG P FA
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There is also a deficit because the Union Government has also not done enough to
give statutory recognition to the directions in Anuradha Bhasin.

$H% ITCITAl Toh T § Fifch g AR o e 7T 7 v arv el o1 Frogein
¥ ¥ AIAT &of & ol qaTod HEH a7 301 &

In 2020, it amended the Telecom Suspension Rules, 2017 to limit Internet
suspension orders to a maximum of 15 days.

2020 H, GIFR o Tl FEIAT s 2017 F HeraT fnam aifep getate gederT
TG T ISR 15 et ao WA Far s T |

However, the amendment did not include an obligation on the Government to publish
orders, nor did it include the Supreme Court’s direction to undertake periodic review
of these orders.

gTelifeh, 39 AT H TIHR Y AT FT T el FHI HIS SIiAcd 8T STl I,
IR & sEA g FE F W H arfder fFar o & so1 ncert & afaa
gaaT Fr ST
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Lack of Awareness about Supreme Court Judgements

g FIE & okt & gfq Serewar v w4

As a result, the governmental non-compliance with the law is difficult to comprehend.

IRUTTAETERY, TXHR HT Floel & Tic IR-37e]dTelel FHSTAT HideT gl

One has to study the decision of the Supreme Court as opposed to simply looking at
the rules to understand the obligations on the Government.

forell s glter FE F fAoTT &1 3T FT BT, o o hael AT I SR THR
Fr e1fdcal & s & |
The experience with Section 66A of the Information Technology Act has shown that

if Supreme Court decisions are not statutorily recognised, the officials enforce the
law incorrectly simply because of a lack of awareness.

= Sigfhr srfafaaer fr 4RT 66A & 3eJa o TE fe@rn § % 3R gueT FE
& Ao &l FE ® A ACIAT FE & ST, A RN SR ar $ FHY & HRoT
Hlelel Y ITeld b H oIF[ A &

As an example, the State of Meghalaya in reply to an RTI application stated that it was
not even aware of the judgment in Anuradha Bhasin even though eight months had
passed since the Supreme Court’s pronouncement.

TUeh 3GIEX0T & & H, AUTAT T o Ueh JREIINTS HAGA o Sidld H gl Toh 39
3epren srefler A fAvir & R SRy FE o, grerife goer w18 F oty & e e
AR T I A

Wide-ranging impact
g9 IHTT

Website: patrioticias.in
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Internet suspension remains a problem independent of non-compliance with the
directions of the Supreme Court.

geTeic ATIEA Supreme Court & A&t & ATy A-3re[arer & TdT &I ¥ Ueh AT
9l 89 ¢l

9
In 2020, the Indian economy suffered losses to the tune of $2.8 billion due to 129
separate instances of Internet suspension, affecting 10.3 million individuals.

2020 #, AR rdfeqaedt 1 $2.8 Rfd7er &1 FJerar g3, S g# geqeie AesET &
129 HAN-IHAT geATe A oY, 3 10.3 Aforasr safFaat 1 ganfaa st €1

The Internet is a source of information, entertainment, health care, education,
livelihood, and a platform for the members of Indian society to interact with each other
and the world at large.

FETWIE SATABRY, FioTeT, TAELT @I, 8T, 3rshifaenT &1 did g, 3R I8 AR
ATS o HeEd & I9E # 3R gfaar @ s &1 vh &#9 §

The harm — economic, psychological, social, and journalistic — caused by such
suspensions outweighs any speculative benefits.

U Ao @ gl aTel Jearer — IfE, A, aefare, i wask — fad o
AT o1 & Hel 3T &
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e Internet suspensions ought to be imposed in times of emergency and not to stifle the
democratic exercise of the right to protest.

$ETAT ATST3 HI HITAHTA & AT 9] bl ST Aoy, o o e et &
PR & ApdiFe AT T el & fov]

e Inthose times, the Internet is a necessity to seek help.
31 gAAT H, FEIAC AGE, Ut A & flU Teh TATRT g

e Moreover, it is also a tool to verify rumours, and enables individuals and the
Government to disseminate the truth.

3% 3TITdT, Ig AHATEl hI TcTdT HI ST FIA Hl Teh 3UIT g, 3R safFaar iR
TR H I JGIRT R H FeTH Fo1aT &

e On September 2, the government of J&K restricted access to any form of
communication on the ground that the ‘provocative material on social media’ could
misguide the general public and result in a law and order situation.

2 et 1, 5 3R FAT TR 1 A Y 9hR & Halg Toh 9ga A gfaafad
FT AT, Ig I o gC fo grerer AT 9T 389F WA AHCT STAT B TG
Y Hecll § IR Fefa-caaear 7 Rufa dar w7 w6 Bl

o A similar reason was stated to justify the Internet suspension in Karnal, Haryana.

Hold, gRATON F FeTAT ACSBFA ' 3T A & [T FAA HROT FJIT IT|

e However, the Government will do well to recognize that offline rumours can also
‘misguide the public’, but the individuals will not have access to the Internet to
determine the veracity of those rumours independently.

glelifeh, HIHR I Ig UgHlelall AT o HhelTse Hhare 3 SieTal I MG A
Hhdl g, offehe] STFAAT b UTH SEIIC oIgT BI9T, dlfch I 37 3THAIETI T TcAdT hl
AT §9 4 ST Hh|

¢ Internet restrictions are often justified on the ground that they are limited to mobile
data services.

getde UfAey 39 39 YR W 309 3gv Jd & fF I Alase Ser Jarst as
aifaa g

e These contentions also miss the point. According to a 2019 Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) report on Indian Telecom Services Performance

Indicators, maobile device users (dongle and phone) constituted 97.02% of total
Internet users.

4 ara ol J&T a1 @ qh S 812019 H ARAT Teltwiar Jraedr 3yt 3w gf2am
(TRAI) &I Toh RUIE & AR, Al Bagd 3udlarddm (SHTe 3R @) Fel Felae
SYGRTHATHAT T 97.02% 2|

e Only 3% of users have access to broadband Internet.
$ael 3% ITATHATNT & ITH fi5ds FeAAe s 9 &l

e These numbers are not likely to have changed significantly since then, since broadband
Internet continues to be expensive.
d9 ¥ & s Agcaqul ®T ¥ Al ol giel, Fifeh A3 FeIAC AEIT & W@l ¢

« It follows from this that Internet restrictions also tend to adversely affect those from
lower socio-economic backgrounds more.
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SET o sy e § s gowie STy R wr-ni @t it
EEIEREE TGRS

o Considering these issues, it is not surprising that the Supreme Court, in Anuradha
Bhasin, permitted the Government to restrict Internet access only in limited
circumstances.

ST FATAHT T WA §U, TE 3MRTIHAh el ¢ fob Gofier 1€, e srefir , TP
1 haer AT INFPUfAET 7 getie wga 1 Jfaefd e & At Q)

o Parliament has also allowed these restrictions only in a public emergency or when
there is a threat to public safety.

e o 3 oo gfaeel & gAY oo WrASAF ATTTRI I ST Adetiae AT
G g, sl &

e Yet, to much dismay, Internet restrictions are much more common than desirable and
cannot be challenged because of a lack of transparency.

AT o, a7 a1d § FF Seeie ATSII ST SAET A & AT § 3R S
UREFRIAT T el & FHROT el ¢ & S Hehell|

e More faithful compliance with the Supreme Court guidelines on the part of the
executive government is needed to rid ourselves of the tag of the “internet shutdown
capital” of the world and fulfill Digital India’s potential.

g FE F Ranfadat & vfd FEFH HR @R 3if8s SATCR 3Hejdrele
IMERTehl § MMk §H GoTdl o “§eTAC ATSBA ISTHTAN & 9T F TChRI IT Fh 3R
fBforeer fEar i Hermaamsit w1 QU T w@F|

e Tanmay Singh is the Litigation Counsel at the Internet Freedom Foundation.
dHT fAE $TTAC PISH BIE3SUA H HFeAT AGFN o |

e Anandita Mishra is the Associate Litigation Counsel at the Internet Freedom
Foundation.

Frefear s geteie WIS BT A WeF HFGAT HAGFN o |
e Krishnesh Bapat is a CCG Digital Rights Fellow hosted at the Internet Freedom
Foundation.

FEOI qT9€ CCG Bfoee 3w Fal ¢, 5 $eteie HIsA 38 A FRd ¢l
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Ecologist Madhav Gadgil gets

Champions of the Earth award

The United Nations on Tuesday recognised
ecologist Madhav Gadgil with the annual
Champions of the Earth award, the UN’s highest
environmental honour, for his seminal work in
the Western Ghats. Mr. Gadgil, the only Indian on
the list of this year’s award recipients, chaired
the government-constituted Western Ghats
Ecology Expert Panel to study the impact of
population pressure, climate change, and
development activities on the ecologically fragile
region in India. The panel recommended in 2011
that the entire hill range be declared an
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) and divided it
into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones. en

region in India.
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Ecologist Madhav Gadgil gets
Champions of the Earth award

niRfeufaehifag amera amsfaer &t
IREw IE g I WERR Aer

United Nations Recognises Madhav Gadgil with
Champions of the Earth Award

TIFT T A AT s Ft ARGw 30w g e
WEHR § gFATfa

e The United Nations on Tuesday recognised
ecologist Madhav Gadgil with the annual Champions
of the Earth award, the UN’s highest environmental
honour, for his seminal work in the Western Ghats.

TIFA W o HIAR 1 gATeorfag Arera amsfarer
aifs ANTH 36 T 7T REFR I FEATAT &,
ST UN &7 §e8 37T 9ol AT §, 3o aftes

U1 A v 9T Ageayqul HF & fav|

e Mr. Gadgil, the only Indian on the list of this year’s
award recipients, chaired the government-constituted
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel to study the
impact of population pressure, climate change, and
development activities on the ecologically fragile

At IS, S 57 a¥ F REFR Tedhdi3it H T # whA HRAT E, 7 WHR
ganT TS aiResHt are aRRFufad fRevs daa Ft sregerar 6, aifs saaear g,
Srerarg aRade 3R e afafdfet & gera @ sreaee R o7 as S oRa &
aIRFEATIHRT &7 & Fdewrelier &7 o I &

e The panel recommended in 2011 that the entire hill range be declared an Ecologically
Sensitive Area (ESA) and divided it into three Ecologically Sensitive Zones.

YeTel =¥ 2011 3ogerm T oY foh QU gerst & o mRfPufadr w7 & wagerehe &
(ESA) 8f¥d faram sie 3R 5@ et aiRfeufadr w0 @ gagaeia st s i

S|
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PM POSHAN: Centre to bear additional
cost of I425.62 cr. due to food inflation

|GS Paper lIl: Government Scheme

NEW DELHI

The Centre has announced
that it will bear the addi-
tional cost of ¥425.62 crore
on account of inflation in
food material cost under
the Centrally sponsored
PM POSHAN Scheme in the
financial year 2024-25.

Under the scheme, one
hot cooked meal is served
to 11.7 crore students study-
ing in Balvatika and Classes
1 to 8 in 10.24 lakh govern-
ment and government-aid-
ed schools.

On the basis of the infla-
tion index provided by the
Labour Bureau, the Educa-
tion Ministry has enhanced
the material cost of pulses,
vegetables and oil by
13.7%.

“The material cost is en-
hanced from %5.45 to 6.19
for primary and Balvatika
classes and from %8.17 to
%9.29 for upper primary
classes with effect from De-
cember 1,” said a release

On the basis of the inflation index, the material cost of pulses,
vegetables and oil have been enhanced by 13.7%. FILE PHOTO

from the Ministry. The ma-
terial cost could not be re-
vised during 2023-24; the-
refore, the inflation value
of items under PM POSH-
AN basket for both 2022-23
(6.45%) and 2023-24
(6.74%) has been consi-
dered for enhancement of
cost.

Each Balvatika and
primary school student is
eligible for 20 grams of
pulses, 50 grams of vegeta-

bles and five grams of oil.
Similarly, each upper
primary student is eligible
for 30 grams of pulses, 50
grams of vegetables and se-
ven grams of oil.

State contribution
The new rates will be ap-
plicable across all the
States and Union Territo-
ries.

“These rates of material
cost are the minimum

mandatory rates; however,
States and UTs are free to
contribute more than their
prescribed share, as some
States and UTs have been
contributing more than
their minimum mandatory
share from their own re-
sources for providing
meals with augmented nu-
trition under the PM
POSHAN Scheme,” the
statement said.

The Centre also pro-
vides about 26 lakh tonnes
of foodgrains through the
Food Corporation of India
for which it bears 100%
cost, including subsidy of
approximately 39,000
crore a year and 100%
transportation cost from
FCI depots to schools.

“The per meal cost after
adding all components in-
cluding foodgrains cost un-
der the scheme comes to
approximately 11.54 for
Balvatika and primary
classes and 16.74 for up-
per primary classes,” the
statement said.

PM POSHAN: Centre to bear additional cost of ¥425.62
cr. due to food inflation

e QINoT: FE WG Macd & FROT T425.62 F3
&1 FARFT T Tga FWN

Centre to Bear Additional Cost of ¥425.62 Crore for PM POSHAN Scheme in 2024-25
&g 2024-25 H oA QA AT & AT T425.62 F03 JfARFT ARTT q@ga HLam
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e The Centre has announced that it will bear the additional cost of ¥425.62 crore on
account of inflation in food material cost under the Centrally sponsored PM
POSHAN Scheme in the financial year 2024-25.

&g oo Fr § & a8 2024-25F AT 9§ F qurEA 9T A F ded @ed
AT Y ARTT H AGIE & HRUT T425.62 FU3 HT 31faRed aRTT agsT |

e Under the scheme, one hot cooked meal is served to 11.7 crore students studying in
Balvatika and Classes 1 to 8 in 10.24 lakh government and government-aided
schools.

SH Jioel & dgd, 11.7 U STF Sl STeIareshl IR FaT 1 8 H Ug @ &, 3o¢ 10.24
wwﬁaﬁrwﬁmmﬁmﬁwﬁmgmmﬂﬁmm%‘l

e On the basis of the inflation index provided by the Labour Bureau the Education
Ministry has enhanced the material cost of pulses, vegetables, and oil by 13.7%.

HH U IR TgT= [PU ITT FEINS FIFh & YR R, Rewm FAred =¥ arat, afeerat
3 AT H FHA AT 7 13.7% H ST B

e "The material cost is enhanced from ¥5.45 to ¥6.19 for primary and Balvatika classes
and from ¥8.17 to ¥9.29 for upper primary classes with effect from December 1," said a
release from the Ministry.

AT & Teh fqaATCa H gl =T, "G deTd af ¥5.45 @ Scrad 26.19 fonar aar g
wrafAs 3R ST Famat & v 31K 8.17 & Sge ¥9.29 fFar =T § 3=
TTafAE FEmAT & T, gy 1 REew T

e The material cost could not be revised during 2023-24; therefore, the inflation value of
items under PM POSHAN basket for both 2022-23 (6.45%) and 2023-24 (6.74%) has
been considered for enhancement of cost.

2023-24 & GRTeT TTAT 9T & GAfa A1 fohar o e, saferv, diuaw aiee
AEhe & ded aledl 2022-23 (6.45%) 31 2023-24 (6.74%) & ToIT HAGIMS & AT Hl
AT deleT & T &g F @ I g

e Each Balvatika and primary school student is eligible for 20 grams of pulses, 50
grams of vegetables, and 5 grams of oil.

Sl arerarfest 3R Traffs Tehel BTF H1 20 T &Tel, 50 AW wiewat, 35 e A
Ao &1 g Bl

o Similarly, each upper primary student is eligible for 30 grams of pulses, 50 grams of
vegetables, and 7 grams of oil.

gl YK, Ycdeh 3o TAfAe ST &1 30 AH &Tel, 50 A Fieardr, 3R 7 a7 der Ao

& 8§ ol

e The new rates will be applicable across all the States and Union Territories.
v gy |t et 3R Fe el wewit A ey gien|

e "These rates of material cost are the minimum mandatory rates; however, States and
UTs are free to contribute more than their prescribed share, as some States and UTs
have been contributing more than their minimum mandatory share from their own
resources for providing meals with augmented nutrition under the PM POSHAN
Scheme," the statement said.

"y A AT e FYAGH HfAard & §; grediton, ToT AR by AT weww o=
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fuiRa REdedr @ 3T dees &= & fav w@ad § il o 19 31K &3
%nﬁﬁﬁ%rmﬁﬁwuﬁﬁdﬂwﬁamaﬁm%ma@rgéﬁw?mumﬂ
YT F & AT Il wgAaH HfAa Redely ¥ 3fF A ¢ @ & 9 &

hgl aTaT|

The Centre also provides about 26 lakh tonnes of foodgrains through the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) for which it bears 100% cost, including subsidy of
approximately ¥9,000 crore a year and 100% transportation cost from FCI depots to
schools.

&5 B FIARAA 36 FBAT (FCI) F ATCIHA T TTHI 26 A1 eI Wighled #1 TareT
T g, fSTTaT 100% AR a8 T &, TH gfa av of9797er 29,000 FS 7 Hlewsr
31X 100% 9R@gsT @mra FCI f3al & Fhall ao enfAd &

"The per meal cost after adding all components including foodgrains cost under the
scheme comes to approximately ¥11.54 for Balvatika and primary classes and ¥16.74
for upper primary classes," the statement said.

AISTAT & dgd Wedlesl dRTd dfgd @8 geahl &l Slisa & a1g, ufa sister amra
ST T11.54 § arerarfest 3R TrUAe Fem3it & forv 31K #16.74 § 3T=g wraf@s

FET3 & T, TATT H gl AT

Mohammad
al- Bashir
named Syria’s
interim PM

[PCS

Agence France-Presse
DAMASCUS

The militants who ousted
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad appointed a transi-
tional head of government
Tuesday to run the country
until March 1, a statement
said.

“The general command
has tasked us with running
the transitional govern-
ment until March 1,” said a
statement attributed to
Mohammad al-Bashir on
state television’s Telegram
account, referring to him
as “the new Syrian Prime
Minister”.

Militant leader Abu Mo-
hammed al-Jolani vowed to
pursue former senior offi-
cials responsible for tor-
ture and war crimes.
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Mohammad al- Bashir named Syria’s interim
PM

MgFAc Id-a2M H HRAT F1 35aRAT g
ﬁrga-r-rﬁ-?m?m

Militants Appoint Transitional Government Head in Syria

R # Afadew a IFavEET TWER F v i g &

e The militants who ousted Syrian President Bashar al-Assad appointed a
transitional head of government on Tuesday to run the country until March 1, a
statement said.

fafodew Tegiet §iRT$ Usgufa TR 3ra-3r9g T 3@1E HeT, Iogied ANAAR I
Teh HFHACTHTAT THR F GHE T gferd &I, S 1 AT Teh G2 I Fl1eam, Th

AT H gl I Am|

e “The general command has tasked us with running the transitional government
until March 1,” said a statement attributed to Mohammad al-Bashir on state
television’s Telegram account, referring to him as “the new Syrian Prime
Minister.”

"ATATTT AT o §H HHHAUTHTT AIHR Tl B HH TIT § 1 AT dh,"” Th
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ST H gl a1 S AlgFAE HA-aAfR @ 537 ¢, (9 0 Tog TelifasTal & efamer srrse
IR A0 HRAE g =i & 9 #§ FGeffia Far

e Militant leader Abu Mohammed al-Jolani vowed to pursue former senior officials
responsible for torture and war crimes.

fafade aar arq Aerwe - 7 Iraar 3R ey JrwmEt & for TFder @
ass fRRIRAT &1 froT Fa &1 gaa )

GREATER ‘“‘."‘Y Sabalenka wins WTA
Sabalenka wins WTA Player of the  player of the Year

Year prize; Navarro bags an award prize; Navarro bags an
award

FarasT & Sfiar WTA
AT HTF & ST FI
QUERR; AaRY & st
e R

Aryna Sabalenka Wins WTA Player of
REUTERS  the Year Award

A v

Aryna Sabalenka received the WTA Player of the Year award for the HT AT F WTA TIT 3% &
first time on Monday after winning two Grand Slam titles and X 3ars faer

finishing 2024 at No. 1 in the rankings. In other results of voting by

tennis media, Emma Navarro was honoured as Most Improved e Aryna Sabalenka received the WTA
Player and Paula Badosa was named Comeback Player. Player of the Year award for the first

time on Monday after winning two
Grand Slam titles and finishing 2024 at No. 1 in the rankings.

AT FETAART ¥ WTA T 3T & $AT 3HATS Ugoll I AYAAR H uied R, oy o
T ersed Shasr 31 2024 H IFar & AT 1 T 9ed IR & dC

e In other results of voting by tennis media, Emma Navarro was honoured as Most
Improved Player and Paula Badosa was named Comeback Player.

e AfEAr garT AderT & 37 IRUTAT &, AT Ja0 # g8 guia @aE &
¥ F gEAfad fear =r 3R arEer 92191 i wHdsd o afag ar @)
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